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(Continued from page 73.) 


THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMISSION, IN THE CASE OF THE PROTEST- 
ING BRETHREN, 

The General Assembly of the church of Scotland annually appoints 
a committee which usually, not uniformly as the Repertory supposes, 
consists of all the members of Assembly, with full power to decide 
causes, which the Assembly had not time to discuss, and which they re- 
mit to this committee, which has the name of “ The Commission of the 
General Assembly.” The Assembly adds instructions to them, to watch 
over every thing in which the general interest of the church appears to 
be concerned. ‘The Commission has full power to decide finally in the 
causes remitted to them; and no appeal can be taken against their de- 
cisions. There is, however, a regulation, which provides against any 
supposed injustice in the sentences of the Commission, which is equiva- 
lent in its practical effects to the power of appealing. There may be a 
complaint at the instance either of a party, or of a member of the court, 
brought to the next General Ass. mbly, against any sentence of a Com- 
mission, in which it can be stated that the Commission has exceeded its 
powers; and on such a complaint the Assembly may reverse or alter 
the sentence complained of. 

The Commission has four stated meetings in the year, in May, Au- 
gust, November and March. ‘The Moderator of the Assembly, on the 
application of a certain number of members, may call an extraordinary 
meeting when any unusual circumstances require it. The quorum of 
the Commission is thirty-one, of whom twenty-one must be ministers.— 
(Appendix to the Life of Dr. Ershine, p. 467.) 
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It was to a court of this description that the case of the four protest- 
mng brethren was referred by the Assembly, with positive instructions 
to suspend them, and afterwards to proceed to a higher censure if they 
-efused to retract their protest, and profess their sorrow for offering it. 
When the four brethren appeared before the Commission in Auyust, 
that court acted on the principle that they were merely to be execu- 
tioners of the decrees of the Assembly. They refused to hear any pe- 
titions of others, or the representations of the brethren themselves, and 
insisted on a direct verbal answer as to their compliance with the order 
of the Assembly. It was only after about two hours pumping of Mr. 
Erskine, to get a direct verbal answer, that contrary to the rules of the 
court they reversed their own decision, and allowed him to read his own 
and Mr. Fisher's answer. The other two brethren who had united in 
a similar representation, were not allowed to read it, and stated verbal- 
ly the substance of what they had prepared in writing. Their repre- 
sentations were afterwards published, and contain an able, and it will 
not be too strong language to say an unanswerable defence of their pro- 
test, and equally convincing reasons for their not withdrawing it. 

Messrs. Wilson and Moncrief, after stating verbally their reasons for 
notcomplying with the demands of the Assembly, also protested :—“ that 
any sentence of suspension, or of a higher nature, that should be inflict- 
ed upon them, should be held and reputed as null and void in itself; 
and that it should be lawful and warrantable for them to exercise their 
ministry as hitherto they had done, and as if no such censure had been 
inflicted upon them, in regard they were not convicted of departing from 
any of the received principles of this church, or of counteracting their 
ordination vows and engagements; but on the contrary were sentenced 
to censure by the late General Assembly, for protesting against a deci- 
sion whereby injury was done to some truths of God, which they were 
obliged to own and confess ; and whereby they were brought under 
new and unwarrantable terms of ministerial communion, inconsistent 
with the word of God, and their ordination vows and engagements ;” 
as their representation more fully bears. To this protestation Messrs. 
Erskine and Fisher adhered. 

A considerable number in the Commission were for a delay, but the 
majority judged the sentence of the Assembly to be peremptory ; and 
when the vote was stated, “suspend the four protesting brethren from 
the exercise of the ministerial function, and all the parts thezeof, or de- 
lay this aflair?” it carried “suspend.” From this sentence some mi- 
nisters and elders, members of the Commission, dissented. The breth- 
ren being called in, the sentence was intimated to them; and accord- 
ingly the Moderator, notin the name and authority of Christ, the alone 
head end king of the church, but in the name and authority of the As- 
sembly and Commission, did suspend the said brethren, sine die. Upon 
this the four brethren renewed their former protest, that this sentence 
should be held by them as null and void, and added that if any minister 
or probationer should exercise any part of their pastoral work, it should 
be esteemed a violent intrusion upon their ministerial labors. Several 
elders belonging to their congregativns also protested and declared 
their adherence to their ministers, notwithstanding the sentence of sus- 
pension inflicted upon them. The first of these protests is signed by 
Wn. Ferguson, Colin B own, David Robertson, James Davidson, Pat. 
Schioch, and Alexander McEuen, members of the Kirk-session of Perth, 
testifying their adherence to Mr. Wm. Wilson, one of their ministers, 
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and complaining that the petition of their Kirk-session preseated to the 
Commission was neither read nor regarded. The second is signed by 
John Gibb,Wm. Allen, and Andrew Miller, members of the Kirk-session, 
of Sterling, prote sting against the sentence suspending Mr. Ebenezer 
Erskine, one of their iinisters, and testifying in their own name, and in 
the name of all who should adhere to them in the said congregation, their 
adherence to their minister; with a similar complaint respecting thei 
petition. The thire paper te signed by George Dran and Henry Bal- 
ingal, elders in the parish of Abernethy, and George Miller and Sylves- 
ter Alexander, elders in the parish of Kinclaven ; they say, * By virtue 
of commissions sigaed by the elderships of these congregations unanimous- 
ly, and by a great many other inhabitants of the said parishes, appoint- 
ing and empowering us to declare their and our adherence to our min- 
isters, Messrs. Moncrieff and Fisher, in case they should be suspended, 
or otherwise censured by the Commission; and in their name to protest 
against any such sentence, and the intrusion of other ministers which 
may be made thereupon: We do in our own name, ia the name 
of our constituents, and of all others in the said congregations that shall 
adhere to ns, protest against the sentence of the Commission, depriving 
us of the benefit of our ministers’ labors among us; and, that any other 
ministers exercising the pastoral office, in our respective congregations, 
shall be reckoned an intrusion; and thereupon, we take instruments. 
Signed by us at Edinburgh, Aug. 9th, 1733.” 

Several ministers and elders, not members of the Commission, offered 
a dissent from the sentence suspending the four brethren, but the mod- 
erator thought fit to interrupt their procedure by prayer. 

According to the protestation of these brethren against the sentence 
of suspension, they continued to exercise their ministry, not in the con- 
tempt of church authority, but from a conviction of duty. They 
had received their commission from the head of the church, and were 
conscious of nothing which rendered them unfit to retain it. With them 
the question appeared to be the same which the Apostles put to the 
rulers who had commanded them not to speak at all, nor teach in the 
name of Jesus, “ Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto 
you more than unto God, judge ve.” 

When the Commission met in November following, the four brethren 
being cited, appeared at their bar, and offered toread a brief protestation, 
intimating that their appearance should not be construed as a falling 
frog heir former declaration against the validity of the act of suspen- 
sion, but they were interrupted, and laid it on the table. This is the 

aper, the reading of which the Repertory mentions as attempted by Mr. 
Brskine, contrary to usage, and in the way of opposing the moderator’s 
motion fur a committee to confer with the brethren. At the first diet 
or sessionof the Commission, Nov. 14th, a committee was appointed 
to which the brethren appeared to have made no objection. They met 
with the committee in the middle of the day, who urged them to retract 
their protest, but offered nothing which appeared to be a satisfa ‘tory 
reason to the protestors ‘This failure was re ported in the afternn oon, 
They were asked separately, whether they had obeyed the sentence of 
suspension, to which they answered, that they had agreeably to their 
protest, regarded it as null and void. The Commission at this meet- 
ing, overcame the scruples by which they had been hindered at the last, 
and allowed numerous representations and letters to be read, relative in 
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their proceedings in the affair before them. They were thus made te 
hear the voice of more than half of the whole church, against the severe 

measures they were pursuing towards these faithful ministers of Christ. 

What was the general feeling, and something of the true merits of the 
cause, may be learned from the fact that halt the Commission, both rea- 
soned and voted against proceeding to inflict a higher censure, and it 
was carried against them by the casting vote of Mr. John Goldie, (or 
Gowdie,) the moderator, which fact, however, though undisputed, the 
Commission, afterwards refused to record, and the great argument of 
those who voted to proceed to a higher censure, was not the merits’ ot 
the cause, but the authoritative deed of the assembly. It was this 
vote, and not the vote about loosing or deposing as the Repertory incor- 
rectly states in which the court was equally divided. From this sen- 
tence of the Commission, several ministers and elders dissented. Messrs. 
Ralph Erskine ana Thomas Mair, not members of the Commission 

handed ina written protest in which they expressed their adherence to 
the representations of the four brethren. ‘The nextday, Nov. i5th, a coin- 
mittee was appomted tocommune with the protesting brethren, before 
proceeding to further censure against them. The proceedings of this 
committee, and the inacurate account given of them, by the Repertory, 
have already been nouced. It appears to be a sufficient answer once 
for all, to all that is said about the appointment of committees and conde- 
scension, and tenderness, and measures of conciliation on the part of 
the Assembly and Commission, that from first to last, no measure was 
proposed which did not peremptorily require the retracting of the 
protest, offered by the Seceders, and this, as they considered it to be 
an important and seasonable testimony for the truth of Uhrist, and the 
just rights of his church, they could not do. 

When the committee made their report, Nov. 16th, the Commision 
came to their final sentence against the four brethren. The vote was 
put * Loose or Depose,” and it carried as the minutes state, by a ** great 
plurality,” “Loose.” Accordingly they proceeded to loose the rela- 
tions of these men, to their respective charges, declared them no longer 
ministers of that church, prohibitedall ministers of that church to employ 
them in any ministerial function, declared their churches to be vacaut, and 
ordered due notice of these acts to be given to their respective Pres- 


byterics, and congregations, and also to the magistrates of Perth, and 
Sterloc, to the Sheriff-principal of Perth, and Baillie of the Regalty of 
Aberscihy. The reason of this decision being by a great plurality, 
was that many of the Commission, probably most of those who voted 
arains' proceeding to a higher censure, had no freedom to vote on 
eith ile of the question, “Loose or Depose.” The Repertory 
siys, * ‘hat the Commission after prayer to God, for direction, proceed- 
edt ‘ose these men severally from the ministry, and to loose their 
cousssion, &e.” ‘The minutes say, the vote was against deposing. 
Vion she aforementioned sentence was passed, a protestation was 
civou in by Mr. Gabriel Wilson, minister at Maxton, as follows : 


“ Edinburgh, November 16th, 1733. 
“1, Mr. Gabriel Wilson, minister at Maxton, do hereby in my own 
name, and in the name of all who shall adhere to me, protest against 
this sentence of the Commission in the case of the four brethren; and 
that it may be lawful forme to complain of the said sentence, and of 
the several acts of assembly, that have occasioned the same, to any sub- 
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sequent assembly of the church of Scotiand : as also that it may be law- 
ful for me, in a becoming manner, on all proper occasions, to bear testi- 
mony against the same, with all other defections and severities of this 
church in her sentences. And finally, that | may in the meantime, as 
in Providence, I shall tind opportunity, hold ministerial communion 
with my said dear Brethren, as if no such sentence had been past 
against ‘them, upon all which I take instruments in the Clerk’s hands. 


(Signed. ) GABRIEL WILSON 


The above protest is adhered to by us, 
RALPH ERSKINE, Minister at Dunfermline, 
THOMAS MAIR, Minister at Orwell, 
JOHN MACLARINE, Minister in Edinburgh, 
JOHN CURRIE, Minister at Kingslassie 
JAS. WARDLAW, Minister at Duofermiine, 
THO. NAIRN, Minister at Abbotshall.” 


« All these,” says the Repertory, ‘asa matter of course, joined the 
Seceding brethren.” It is to be regretted, that persons who undertake 
to write history, should be so hasty in giving to the world as facts, 
things which appear evidently to be the mere result of their own con- 
jectures. Where did they find it stated, that all these protestors joined 
the Seceders? If the church had acted with any consistency, they 
would have been obliged to do so, for if the Seceders deserv ed to be 
cast out, for their protest offered to the assembly, how much more these 
men who not only involved themselves in all the alleged guilt of the 
Seceders in resisting the acts of the assembly, but added to it such an 
open and decided disregard the sentence of the Commission. Yet, 
probable as it might seem that they would all join the Seceders, it was 
uot the case. Mr. G. Wilson, and others of these brethren, continued 
in the Established church, to the day of théir death, The Rev. Mr. 
Curvie was so far from uniting with the Seceders, that he became ‘one 
of their most strenuous opponents. In an “ Essay on separation, or, a 
Vindication ef the church of Scotland,” he charged them with doing 
what they could, “to rend, ruin and occasion separation,” from that 
church. It is frequently the case, that men see the defections which 
prevail, and at first make some show of opposition, yet they have not 
fortitude sufficient to take a decided stand against them, when this 
would expose them to trouble and reproach; and it is not uncommon 
that these same individuals fall at last, into the ranks of those whom 
they formerly opposed, and become the chief enemies of those whose 
faithfulness they cannot imitate, and therefore cannot endure. The 
opposition which the Seceders felt most, and from which they suffered 
most, was made by pevsons of this description. If our business were 
sermon-inaking, there might here be room for a litule application.* 

When the four brethren were called i in, and received intimation of 
the sentence of the Commission ; they read, and then gave to the Clerk 
the following protestation : 





* Of the seven who protested against the sentence of the Commission, Nov., 1733, there 
became Seceders, Messrs. R. Erskine, Thomas Mair, and Thomas Nairn. Mr. Maclaren, of 
Edinburgh, died June, 1734. Mr. Wardlaw, of Dunf-riuline, tved till about the Ume that 
his celleague, Mr. R. Erskine and the other Secevers, were deposed, but died in th Cum- 
munivo of the national church. Mr. Currie became an open and violeut antagonist. Mr. 
Gabriel Wilson, of Maxton, became independen! in principle, but was connived at by the 
judicatories. He died 1750.—{ Fraser’s Life of Erskine, p. 419} 
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“ Edinburgh, Nov. 16th, 1773. 

“ We do hereby adhere to the protestation, tormerly eutered before 
this court, both at their last meeting in August, and when we appeared 
first before this meeting. And further we do protest Iu our own name 
and in the name of all and eve ry one in our respective congregations, 
adhering to us, that notwithstanding of this sentence past against us, 
our pastoral relations shall he held and reputed firm and valid. And 
likewise, we do protest, that notwithstanding of our being cast out from 
jninisterial communion with the Established church of Seouland, we still 
hold communion with all and every one who desire with ns, to adhere 
to the principles of the true Presbyterian, covenanted church of Scot- 
land, in her doctrine, worship, government and discipline ; and particular. 
ly with all who are groaning under the evils, and who are aflected with 
the grievances of which we have been complaining, and who are in 
their several spheres wrestling against the same. but in regard, the 
prevailing party in this Established church, who have now cast us out 
of ministerial communion with them, are carrying on a course of dctec- 
tion from our reformed and covenanted principles; atd particularly 
are suppressing ministerial freedom, and faithfulness in testilying 
against the present backslidings of the church, and inflicting censures 
upon i ministers for witnessing by protestations, and oiherwise, ugainust the 
same: Therefore, we do for these, and many other weighty reasons, to 
be laid open in due time, protest that we are obliged to make a Seces- 
sion from them, and that we can have no ministerial communion with 
them, till they see their sins and mistakes, and amend them. And in 
like manner we do protest, that it shall he lawful and warrantable for 
us to exercise the keys of doctrine, and dise ipline and government, ac- 
cording to the word of God, and confession of Faith, and the prine inles 
and constitutions of the covenanted church of Scotlaid, as if no such cen- 
sure had been past upon upon us. Upon all which we take instraments. 
And we hereby appeal unto the first free, faithful and reforming Gener- 
al Assembly of the church of Scotland. 

(Signed. ) EBENEZER ERSKINE, 
WILLIAM WILSON, 
ALEX. MONCRIEFP, 
JAMES FISHER.” 

We should be very sorry to entertain any hard thoughts of our breth- 
ren of the Repertory, as if they had been designedly guilty of any in- 
justice, yet without imputing to them any thing of this kind, we are con- 
strained to say that in several instances, they write as if there had 
been a disposition to collect together most of the hard things which have 
been said against the Seceders, and to omit the strong points or their 
defence. A singular example of this kind of omission, occurs in their 
publication of the above paper, for which it is difficult to account on prin- 
ciples favorable to their impartiality. In the middle of this paper and 
in the most important part of it, where the brethren are giving the rea- 
sons of their Secession, there occurs an “ &c.” One would naturally 
suppose that here, there had been a long string of unimportant things 
onitted, for the ‘soko brevity. It will probably, however, occasion 
some surprise to the candid reader, to be told that the part omitted does 
not much exceed a single line, and that it contains the main and ulti- 
mate ground of the Secession. The part omitted, has been distinguish- 
edinthe preceding copy of the paper, by italics. It is a com) jaint 
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azainst the church,for “inflicting censures upon ministers, for witnessing 
by protestations and otherwise,’ against the backslidings, of which they 
had previously complained. These brethren always insisted ov their 
earnest desire to continue in the church, provided they were allowed 
this liberty. It was the refusal to allow it, which shut them up to Se- 
cession, and this is the matter which in that important document, the 
Repertory has covered up so carefully with an “et cetera.” 

An immediate attempt is also made to divert the attention of the 
reader from the odium which must naturally attach itself to the Estab- 
lished church for casting out these faithful men in such a tyrannical man- 
ner. ‘They are charged with having done the same thing against the 
judicatory which had passed sentence against them. Of course they 
showed equal ambition of power, and equal malevolence, and they were 
guilty of an absurdity, not chargeable on the Commission, for they at- 
tempted to excommunicate those whom they had no power to try, and 
did this without any form of trial. Itis said “ Mr. Erskine and his asso- 
ciates were determined to be even with the Commission, by whom they 
were separated from communion in the Established church of Scotland ; 
for, in this last paper they fairly excommunicated the ruling party in the 
said church, from all communion with themselves.” This charge appears 
to be founded on the declaration made by them in their paper of Seces- 
sion, that they could have no ministerial communion with the ruling par- 
ty, till they should see their sins and mistakes, and amend them. But 
itis a very different thing to assert a difficulty about communing with 
others, and to exclude them from the church. ‘The Seceders still de- 
cline communion with many, without regarding it as an act of ex-om- 
muuication, either from the church at large, or from themselves as a 
branch of it. It is probable that at least some of the general Asseinbly 
would use the same language as the Seceders, respecting Romanists, 
Quakers, Unitarians, and Universalists. They would say,we can have no 
communion with them till they see their mistakes, and amend them. Yet 
they would think it an uncharitable construction of such a refusal, to say 
that this was an excommunication of these sects. The Seceders 
Were more liberal in their views, when some of them first arrived in 
this country, and were attacked by the Presbytery of New-Cas 
tle, one of the first Presbyteries of the Society, now known as the 
General Assembly of the Pres! yterian chruch, in the United States. 
That Presbytery not only declined all communion with the first Sece 
der emigrants, but warned their people not to attend upon the minis- 
trations of their preachers. Yet the Seceders never complained of this 
as an act of excommunication, though they may think they have just 
reason to complain, that those who refused all communion with 
them, and never recalled this judicial deed should now condemn those, 
against whom it was passed, for declining their communion. 

Nothing presents others to us in a Jess honorable light, than the fee- 
ble exertions of impotent malice, and it is doubtful whether any thing 
could have been imagined more suitable to prevent the respect of the 
reader for the firm and dignified course of the Seceders, his pity for 
their sufferings or his indignation against their oppressors, than giving 
this view of their behavior immediately after inserting this paper of 
Secession. If men judged of religions as they judge of civil things, the 
above declaration of Secession, from one of the Established churc vs of 
Britain, would be: la+ed side by side with our declaration of a © -ces- 
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sion from the civil authority of that kingdom. The resistance of tyr- 
anny in the one case, would be honored, as in the other. And the 
names of Erskine and Washington would be associated in history as the 
bold champions of the rights and independence of the people, the one 
in the church, the other in the state. It would be extremely difficult 
to form a defence of our declaration of independence which would not 
in the spirit of it be equally good, as an apology for the Secession. But 
unhappily the firmness, courage, and independence which men esteem in 
civil characters, are often branded as obstinacy, rashness and bigotry, 
when manifested in the cause of Christ. A pliant temper, which bends 
to circumstances, falls in with the spirit of the age, yields to tyranny, 
or mistule according as the one or the other prevails; and keeps in 
peace with all, but with truth, and a good conscience is with most men 
in the highest esteem. Immediately after the above charge, a singular 
disavowal, and a more singular insinuation are added, which we give 
in the words of the Repertory. 

“It is not our purpose at present, to pass any judgment upon the 
course of these men [the Seceders] ; or to consider whether the princi- 
ples upon which they acted are not subversive of all acclesiastical con- 
trol and government.” If we might take the liberty of stating our 
views of the candor exhibited in the above paragraph, by answering it 
according to its own spirit we would say : “It is not our purpose at pres- 
ent, to pass any judgment upon this disavowal of the Repertory, or to 
inquire whether they had not clearly declared their judgment already, 
and based it upon principles completely subversive of all truth and lib- 
erty in the church of Christ.” 

The above act of Secession, was not from the church, but from the 
“Prevailing party,” in the judicatories of the church, and it was with 
this party alone, that the brethren declared they could have no farther 
“ministerial communion.” Mr. Gib observes in a note, page 35, vol. 
Ist, of his Display, that “ Ministerial communion was maiutained be- 
twixt these four brethren and several ministers of the Established 
church, for some years, till it gradually ceased, betwixt the publication 
of the Judicial ‘Testimony, and the Declinature.” 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE SECEDERS, SUBSEQENT TO THEIR SECESSION, 
TILL THE PUBLICATION OF THEIR FIRST TESTIMONY. 

The Repertory says, that the four brethren, “ being condemned by 
the highesi judicatory of the church, were not slow in appealing to the 
people in vindication of the course which they had pursued. ‘Their first 
publication was a Historical View of the church of Scotland, both in 
her reforming and declining periods, to which wasappended, ‘ Reasons 
by the Protesting Ministers, for their Secession from the prevailing 
party, in the Established church.’ ” 

This statement is not of material consequence in itself, but like a mul- 
titude of things already noticed, it shows how badly those who made it, 
were qualified to write a history of the Secession. Though the above 
paragra) appears as if it were giving the title and contents of some 


book, i! is citheult to ascertain what book is intended. The Rev. Mr. 
Gib, ho protesses in his Display of the Secession, to give a list of all 
the booss and pamphlets, published by the first Seceders with a refer- 
ence to tieir Secession, makes no mention of this “ Historical view of 


the church of Scotland,’—with the appendix above noticed. It is 
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probable that the book referred to, is what is generally termed “ The 
extrajudicial Testimony.” Ifso, the statements made respecting it, are 
altogether inaccurate. Before the Secession had taken pl vce, the Se- 
ceders, or some one in the their behalf, had published * The true state 
of the process against Mr. Ebenezer Erskine, setting forth the proceed- 
ings of the S Synod of Perth and Sterling, against him, and vis act of 
the late assembly, concerning mes and some other ministers adhering 
to his Protest &c., Edinbur gh, 733.” ‘To this book, reference has been 
frequently made in the i i remarks. The same year was also 
published,“ The Representations ” of the four brethren “to the Com- 
mission of the late General Assembly.” The first book published after 
their Secession was “‘ A review of the Narrative” so often errone- 
ously cited in the Repertory as the work of an individual, instead of a 
committee of the Commission of the General Assembly. This was pub- 
lished in 1734, as Mr. Gib says, in March of that year, of course it was 
four months after the Secession. ‘The extr: ijudicial Testimony, is dated 
the same year, but was published according to the forecited ‘authority, 
in May, six months after the Secession. It was not, therefore, “ Their 
first publication.” The title of this book is, “* A Testimony to the doc- 
trine, worship, government and discipline of the church of Neotland : or 
Reasons (by the four brethren,) for their protestation, entered before 
the Commission of the General Assembly, Nov., 1733, upon the intima- 
tion of a sentence of the said Commission, loosing their relation to their 
respective Parishes, &c.” The introduction contains “a short narra- 
tive of the proceedings of the several judicatories against the four pro- 
testing ministers. he first section consists of some historical observa- 
tions ou the state of the church of Scotland, both in her reforming and 
declining periods. But this part which we would infer from the Re- 
pertory, comprised the body of the book, extends only to 16 pages.— 
The second section which they characterize as an appendix, contains 
“Reasons by the protesting brethren for their Secession from the pre- 
vailing party in the Established church.” This extends to 60 pages, 
and is the main part of the book. Two more short sections follow, 
containing “ reasons for the validity of their pastoral relations to their 
respective congregations,” and, “for their exercising the keys of gov- 
ernment and discipline.” There does not appear to have been any ap- 
pendix connected with this work. It is a pity to take up time in cor- 
recting such mistakes, but a greater pity that occasion is given for this 
by these who make them. 

The four brethren gave in their paper of Secession, on the 16th of 
November ; on the 6th of December following, they constituted 
themselves into a Presbytery, afterwards known by the name of the “As- 
sociate Presbytery.” This took place as has been mentioned, at Gair- 
ney-bridge, near Kinross. ‘The whole of the preceding, and a great 
part of this day, were spent by them in prayer and conference. Messrs. 
Ralph Erskine and Thomas Mair, were present on this occasion, but 
not as constituent members of the Presbytery. ‘To this measure, the 
four brethren were shut up in the Providence of God,that they might still 
exercise all the parts of their ministry, according to the Presbyterian 
form; that they might have a more special claim to the promise of the 
divine presence among them; that they might maintain proper order 
moug themselves; that they ‘might be in a better capacity for affording 

relict to the oppressed heritage of God through the land ; and that they 
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nm might lift up a judicial as well as a doctrinal of testimony for Scotland’s 

covenanted returmation, and against defections from the same. 

The two books already noticed, viz., The Review, and the Extraju- 
| dicial ‘Testimony, were published by committees of their number, in 
' March and May of the next year (1734). This Testimony, about six 
months after publication, was examined in Presbytery, and as their min- 

utes bear, was approved as their Testimouy, and as seasonably pub- 
lished. 

ii The special design of this Testimony, was to give reasons for their 
Secession. It is difficult to do justice to these reasons in an abridgment 
containing the general grounds of complaint, without many of the par- 
ticular facts, by which the different allegations are substantiated. But 
from a reference to what has been already stated, several of these facts 
may be readily perceived, a few others shall be introduced. 

. After stating that their Secession was not from the church of Scot- 

Vie land; to the confession, the Covenanted Presbyterian church-govern- 

| ment, the discipline and worship of which they still adhered; nor from 

} any in that church, who were also adhering to these, they go on to 

" to state as grounds of Secession : 

1. The opposition made to the Presbyterian form ot government by the 

i 4 prevailing party. Under this head, they mention the disregard of what 

' is called the barrier law, or rule that all important measures should be 

i = transmitted to Presbyteries for their judgment, before they were adopt- 

ed by the Assembly. This rule, they show, had been quite disregard- 

| ed in the passing of acts, without or against the judgment of the Pres- 
byteries. They mention also, the violent settlement of ministers over 

dissenting and reclaiming congregations, and the exclusion from com 

munion of all who had not freedom to submit to such ministers, and of 

all ministers who would admit such to communion without the consent 
of the incumbent, that is, the minister violently intruded upon the con- 

, gregation. They also notice the arbitrary procedings of the church 

courts against themselves for preaching against these innovations and 

corruptions. Thev further complain of the Commissions of the Assem- 

\ bly, as clothed with unwarrantable authority, and extending their 

powers beyond that of the Assembly itself, particularly by invading 

the rights of the Presbyteries, (which say they are radical judicatories); | 
to take trial of the gifts of young men, and to settle them contrary unto 

the declared mind, both of the Presbyteries, in which, and of the Par- 

ishes over which they are settled. They proceed to give an account of 

the way in which this was done, from which we may learn, that the 

credit of inventing Affinity-Presbyteries, is not due to the present age. 

‘ The same reasons which now exist, had led men formerly to resort to 

this expedient, only the Affinity-Presbyteries of Scotland, were tempor- 

ary in duration. When there was a difficulty about the trial, or settle- 

' ment of a presentee, on account of the opposition of the Presbytery 

and congregation, the Commission erected, for the time being, an Af- 

finity-Presbytery, called a committee. ‘These were “select or picked 

2 men,” ready to do, in all things, the bidding of their Superiors, and to 

these they gave the power of trial and ordination, so that they could 

introduce ministers into Presbyteries, and settle them over congre- 

¥ gations, through all parts of the land. This court had no location, 

but was without bounds or limits, and the Seceders declared that they 

would prefer the fourteen diocesan bishops with which England sought 
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to favor them, and who would have overthrown Presbyterianism from 
principle, to the Commission whose quorum was thirty-one, and their 
committee of three or four traveling through the land to break down 
Presbyterianism, under the Presbyterian mask. The view of the pow- 
er of Presbyteries maintained by the Seceders, is expressed in the fol- 
lowing words, “ The authoritative mission of men unto the work and 
office of the holy ministry, by the trial of the gifts and qualifications ; and 
the setting of them apart to that sacred office by prayer and imposition 
of hands, belongs unto a constituted Presbytery. It is also, a received 
principle amongst us, that the power of Superior courts over a Presby- 
tery is not a privative, but cumulative power and authority; that is 
neither Synods nor Assemblies, nor their Commissions can deprive 
Presbyteries of their inherent rights and privileges which belong to 
them, &c.” They were evidently of the same mind with those of our 
brethren in the General Assembly of the United States, who contend 
that the Superior court has no right to usurp to itself that exercise of 
authority which belongs to the inferior. A Synod ought not to ordain 
or settle a minister in a Presbytery, nor sheuld an Assembly make a 
Presbytery for a Synod. Each court should act in its own proper 
sphere, and not invade that of the others. 

2. The second ground of Secession was, corruption in doctrine ; and 
measures tending to corrupt “doctrine in our excellent Confession of 
Faith.” Under this head, they notice the errors of Messrs. Simpson 
and Campbell, and the sinful lenity employed towards them. They go 
on to say as to the general state of the church : 

* Although this church owns the Westminster Confession of Faith 
and all entering the ministry, are ebliged to subseribe it as the Coutes- 
sion of their Faith; yet how little of that scheme and order of doc- 
trine is taught at this day; particularly by many preachers and minis- 
ters that have lately entered into the church, while there is as little of 
Christ to be found in most of their discourses, as in Plato’s or Sencea’s 
morals? Andif he be at all preached, he is preached as the pattern, 
not of Gospel holiness, but of abstract morality ; at best as the author of 
a new Gospel-law, enjoining faith, repentance and new obedience, as the 
conditions of a new covenant, and ef a sinner’s justification before God. 
People are generally pressed to the practice of duty, as if their abilities 
for obedience at the creation, were not entirely lost by the fall of Adam. 
Though man be naturally married to the law as a covenant, and be 
secking life and righteousness upon the footing of his own obedience, 
yet how little care is taken to preach the law in its spirituality, extent 
and severity, condemning every man to death, and the curse who con- 
tinues not in all things written in the book of the law to do them, in or- 
der to discover the depravation of nature, and the utter impotence of 
fallen man to please God, by his obedience? How little digging into 
the cursed root of original sin, imputed and inherent, or laying open the 
deceitfulness and desperate wickedness of the heart, that so sinners may 
be brought off from the covenant of works, to Him who is the alone 
foundation that God hath laid in Zion, and who is become the end of the 
law for righteousness, to every one who believeth? And, though they 
profess to own and acknowledge the inviolable and perpetual obligation 
of the righteous and holy law of God, upon the regenerate, as well as the 
unregenerate, which we believe and hold as a most firm and certain 
truth, yet how little are the duties of ubedience to it, preached in a gospel 
way! How little arethey enforced from gospel motives, or pressed for 
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Zospe 1] ends and purposes ’ How little isthe necessity of a vital union to 
Christ discovered, in order to our yielding acce; stable obedience to the 
law? How little of free justification by the im) ee righteousness of 
Christ is taught, or of the gospel mystery of sanctification, as insepari ably 
counected with justification, and maintained and carried on by a life of 
faith on the Son of God, who is made of God unto us, not only righte- 
ousness, but sanctification? These and the like supernatural mysteries, 
are in a great measure exploded and discarded by our modish ‘hi irang- 
uers, and a dry, sapless and lifeless descanting upon the moral virtues, 
has been introduced in their room; by which means, they who have 
their senses exercised to discern good and evil, are set a wandering for 
the bread of their souls where they can have it, and others who have 
their cars tickled with an empty sound of words, are left to perish for 
lack of the knowledge of the gospel, and of the way of salvation by 
Christ in a covenant of grace.” 

These brethren also complained that all efforts to obtain a testimony 
of the Assembly, against these corruptions, had proved ineflectual.— 
The advocates of these errors, were the favorites of the Assembly, 
while the hue and ery was every where raised against those who faith- 
fully maintained the doctrine of the standards, as enemies, and as men 
of dangerous and divisive principles. 

The third ground of Secession alleged, is the imposition of sinful 
and unwarrantable terms of communion, by restraining ministerial fre- 
dom and faithfulness in testifying against defections. The act of the 
Assembly, in respect to Mr. Erskine, plainly intimated that as he was 
censured, so all others would be held as censurable for impugning the 
act of 1732, or any other acts of the church Courts, however sinful 
or unwarrantable. This restriction they show to be contrary to the 
word of God, to former acts of the Church, “ censuring ministers for 
their silence, and for not speaking of the corruptions of the times,” and 
~ contrary to their ordination vows and engagements. 

. The fourth ground of the Secession mentioned, is that “these 
wana courses are carried on with a high hand, notwithstanding 
that the ordinary means have been used to reclaim them, and to stop 
the current of the present defections.” Re ‘presentations by Synods, 
Presbyteries, and by numerous ministers and members of the church, 
were not only disregarded, but refused so much as a hearing ; and this, 
though the prevailing party had owned such representations as the 
proper means to be used. 

The fifth and last ground of Secession mentioned, is that “a prop- 
er testimony against the defections of the prevailing party’could no long- 
er be kept up in the way of ministerial communion with them.” 'T his 
they establish, by referring to the course which had been pursued towards 
them in censuring them for testifying against defections, refusing them 
liberty to protest, “and finally casting them out, so that there was no alter- 
native but to cease from any testimony, or to continue it in the way of 
separation. They anticipate the charge of schism, but show that it 
was justly chargeable on those who excluded them, and not on them 
who had continued in the church so long as their enemies woyld allow 
them. 

The above is only an abstract of the reasons assigned by the breth- 
ren for their separation from the Established Church, ‘and it ought to be 
kept in view todo them justice, that they did not look on any one of 
these things separately, but upon them all combined as justifying their 
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separation, particularly in connexion with the fact that their separation 
was made necessary. ‘ Therefore,” say they, “itis not only warrant- 
able for us, but we are Jaid under a necessity to lift up a testimony in 
a way of Secession from them [these who cast them out] and against the 
present cu rrent of defection, that we may not partake with them in 
their sins, and may do what in us lies to transmit unto succeeding gen- 
erations. these valuable truths which have been handed down to us by 
the contendings and wrestlings of a great cloud of witnesses in Scot 
land, since the dawning of reformation light amongst us.” 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, SUBSEQUENT 
TO THE SECESSION. 

The General Assembly which met in 1734, the next year after the 
Secession, finding that they had carried things to a great extreme, and 
endangered the very authority, which they were so anxious to main- 
tain, passed a number of acts to favor the return of the Seceders to 
their communion. The most important of these, was, with a little 
abridgment in the foilowing words : 

“At Edinburgh, May 14, 17384. 

“ The General Assembly, considering the evil of divisious aud animos- 
ities in the Church, where there is unanimity on fundamental points, and 
particularly the lamentable consequences s which have followed, and may 
yet follow the separation of Masters Ebenezer Erskine, William Wil- 
son, Alexander Moncrietf, and James Fisher, from this church and jadi- 
catories thereof; and judging it their duty, to endeavor by all just and 
proper means ——— to restore harmony and brotherly love, ———; 
therefore, the General Assembly, without further inquiring into the oc- 
casion or steps of proceeding, either on the part of the said brethren, or 
by the several judicatories under whose consideration, their case has been, 
which may have produced that unhappy separation; but resolving that 
all questions upon these heads shall forever hereafter, be comfortably 
removed, have empowered, and hereby do empower the Synod of Perth 
and Stirling,—upon such application made io them as they shali judge 
proper, to take the case of the said four brethren, as it now stands un- 
der their consideration, with full power to proceed, and do therein, as 
they shall find most justifiable and expedient for restoring the peace 
and preserving the authority of this church, and for promoting the edi- 
fication of the body of Christ, and particul: uly for uniting the said four 
brethren, to the communion of this church, and restoring them to their 
respective ministerial charges; but with this express direction, that the 
said Synod shall not take upon them to judge of the legality or for- 
mality of the former proceedings of the church- -judicatories, in relation 
to this affair, or either to approve or censure the sane.” 

Agreeably to the above act, the Synod of Perth and Stirling, on the 
2d July, 1734, having met by appointment of the Assembly, did in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, with one voice and consent, take off 
the seutences, pronounced by the Commission against the four brethren, 
and restored them to ministerial communion with the church, and to 
their several charges. But whether they felt galled that they, having 
commenced the war against them, were oblige d to pronounce this seu- 
tence in their favor, or were influenced by “other considerations it is 
difficult to say, yet they hardly kept within the bounds prescribed by 
the Assembly, i in adding to their act, the following recommendation and 
warning. ‘And the Synod do recommend to these four Reverend 
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brethren to carry towards the Lord’s servants their brethren, ministers 
of this church, [that is, the intruders. ] and their respective flocks and char- 
ves, as ministers of Christ and his Gospel,ought to do,in all time coming.’-— 
“And the Synod take this opportunity to warn all the people in this 
province [that is the congregations of intruders, ]to beware of every thing 
which may have a tendency to obstruct the good ends of this act, and 
what the late General Assembly had so much at heart, viz., the peace 
and union of this church, by doing what may encourage division or 
weaken the hands of the Lord’s servants [the intruders, ] setover them.” 

Besides the preceding act of Assembly, another was passed by them, 
having also for its ostensible object, the reconciliation of the four breth- 
ren to the church, or perhaps more properly, it was designed as a vin- 
dication of the former Asssembly, en which the preceding act might 
otherwise seem to cast some reflection. It is in the following words : 

“ dt Edinburgh, May 14th, 1734. 

“ The General Assembly of the church of Scotland, considering that 
some are under apprehensions, that by the act of Assembly, 1733, con- 
cerning Mr. Erskine, &c., ministers of this church are laid under great- 
er restraints as to ministerial freedom, than they were by the rules of 
this church, before the said act was past; therefore they do for the sat- 
isfaction of all, hereby deelare, that due and regolar ministerial freedom 
is still left entire to all ministers, and that the same was not, nor shali 
be held, nor understood to be any wise impaired or restrained by the 
late Assembly’s decision in that particular process.” 

The Assembly also rescinded the act of 1730, prohibiting the record- 
ing of reasons of dissent, and the act of 1732, concerning the method of 
planting vacant charches, and both for the same reason, ‘ because they 
were not made according to former acts, and were found to be hurtful 
to this church.” 

These proceedings appear to be somewhat favourable to the return 
of the Seeeders. ‘The Repertory says that the brethren thes gained a 
complete victory. But why did they not return?) Their answer to this 
is, that they had gone too far, their cause was popular, they had form- 
eda party, and it was too Jate to retreat. They say that ‘they imme 
diately published a paper, containing at large their reasons for not re- 
turning to the communion of the Established church.” Immediately, 
is a term somewhat indefinite, but there seems no just reason in a case 
of this kind, to employ it, when it was aboata year after these acts of the 
Assembly before the Seceders published the aforementioned reasons. 
Even if wrong, they were not hasty in making up their minds. 

In the absence of all proof of such unworthy motives as are attribu- 
ted to these brethren, it would have appeared more charitable to suppose 
them influenced by such as they professed. They took into considera- 
tion the opportunity afforded them of retarning to the chureh, “ they 
met frequently to consider what was their daty in the present jancture,” 
they acknowledged that several grounds of their Secession were remov- 
ed. They commended the church for what they regarded as the spirit 
of reformation, appearing in the judicatories, and they gave thanks to 
God for these favorable signs. They testify frequently their ardent 
desire of being reunited to the church, and evidently write as persons 
indulging this pleasing hope. And to bring about this desirable end, 
they state some grounds of difficulty and propose these to the Assembly 
inthe most christian spirit, adding what things, if also done, would re- 
move all hindrances out of the way. 
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In their reasons, published May, 1735, they refer back to the grounds 
of their Secession, to show how far these were removed, and how far 
they still remained. ‘Their first ground of Secession related to the op- 
position, made to their Presbyterian constitution. They own that the 
first brauch of their complaint under this head, was removed by the re- 
scinding of the acts of 1730, and 1782; though they object to the reasons 
assigned for rescinding therm, that these refer only to the manner in which 
the acts were passed and not at all to the sinfulness of the acts them- 
selves. They also object that nothing efficient is done to keep out in- 
truders, and that the deeds of the church, compelling the people to sub- 
mit to intruders, were left in force as precedents. ‘They complain that 
nothing had been done to remove their complaints about the toleration 
of doctrines contrary to the word of God and their Confession of Faith. 
There had been no proper censure of such as were unsound, and no 
testimony of the Assembly against prevailing errors. 

As to the last ground of Secession which was the restraint of ministeri 
al freedom and faithfulness in testifying aga‘nst defections, they observe 
that this was the first and more immediate point on which their Seccs- 
sion turned, and they proceed to inquire particularly what the Assem- 
bly had done to remove it. They consider justly that the sentence of 
the Assembly had not only, not repealed the act of 1733, against the 
four brethren, but had recognized it as valid and just. Itdid not need 
the judzment and approbation of the Synod of Perth and Stirling to give 
it force, so that the injunction not to meddle with it, was fairly sustain- 
ing the integrity of the act, only for reasons of expediency the brethren 
were to be relieved from its effects. As a man sentenced to punisti- 
ment may be relieved trom the penalty ‘while still left under the odium 
of his crime, so these brethren were to be restored, out of pity to the 
distracted church, while the act plainly implied that they deserved the 
censures inflicted, and nothing to the contrary must be allowed in the 
act of restoration. Again, in this act the reason of restoring the four 
brethren, is the lamentable consequences which have followed and may 
follow their separation. Now this plainly implies, that, but for these 
they might have been left under the operation of the act, and that when 
these consequences were not apprehended, it would be proper enough to 
exercise the same authority again in restraining ministerial liberty. It 
is also, evident that while there is in the act a yielding in words, there 
is an obstinacy about things. It begins in the following words of which 
only an abridgment was before given : 

“ The General Assembly considering the great hurt and prejudice that 
hath at all times arisen and must yet arise to the church, from divisions 
and animosities creeping in and taking root among the members thereof, 
notwithstanding of their unanimity in sentiments upon material and fun- 
damental points, which more nearly concern the promoting the interest 
of our blessed Lord and Saviour, the establishing the peace of the 
church, and the advancement of practical godliness and true rellgion, 
within the bounds of it, and particularly the lamentable consequences of 
the late separation, &c.” This implies that the points of difference be- 
tween the Assembly and the Seceders were not fundamental, but small 
and trifling things, that they had no just grounds of Secession, that they 
were the authors of the divisions and animosities by which the peace of 
the church had been disturbed. In short if we might venture to assign 
motives, we would say that the intention of this act appears to have been 
merely tomake the cause of the Seceders less popular, by presenting 
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to them an overture of peace, which if accepted, they would he obliged 
virtually to take the shame of all the disturbance to themse ‘Ives, and by 
which if rejected, they would appear more liable to the charge of 4 
schisin. It is not tobe supposed that those who were so ready to cast t 
them out, desired their return out of any regard to them. = It is hardly 
probable that they anticipated it. And the subsequent history of the 
Assembly shows that there was even less of the spirit of reformation at 
work than the Seceders were so ready to imagine. 

The act of the Synod, of Perth and Stirling, in restoring the Seced- 
ers, is of the same spirit with the act of the Assembly, only it appears 
much more manifest. When it is considered that intruders were nu- 
merous in the bounds of this Synod, and that it was especially in their ; 
bounds. that disturbances had been occasioned by people’s seeking re- . 
fuge from intruders by attending on neighboring ministers whom ' 
they regarded as faithful, it is easy to comprehend the recommenda- 
| tious and injunctions appended to the Synod’s act. The Seceders had 
never refused communion, even in their act of Secession with any min- 
ih isters of the church who were faithful; what then is meant by the re 
“f commendation to them cited above, but that they must ‘in all time 
coming” doas they ba: {not done in time past; they must recognize the 
; intruders as “the Lord’s Servants and ministers of the church,” and 

they must not admiuister sealing ordinances to any of the flocks of these 
! hirelings, who fled to them for the bread of life?” And what is the im- 
port of the warning to the people, but that those who were under the 
1uitruders must submit to them ! 

The act respecting ministerial freedom, is both in the letter and spirit 
of it. a vindication of the act respecting Mr. Erskine and his brethren, 
for it declares in so many words, that “due and regular ministerial free- 
dom wus not anywise unpaired or restrained by the Assembly’s decis- 
jon in that particular process.” 





or 


There is no reason to accuse the Seceders of captiousness respect- 
ing these ucts. ‘Their publication respecting them, rather shows that 

they were nearly caught by the snare. They Write as men, full of 
hope that their difficulties would soon be settled, and with this view, 

they add, after their statement of objections, a proposal of what would 
satisfy them; and if there had been any proper degree of sincerity in 
the Assembly, the justness and propriety of their proposal would have 
been readily admitted, and the whole controversy speedily terminated. 
‘The substance of their proposal to the Assembly, was embraced in six 

things. 1. That a seasonable warning should be emitted against infi- 


. delity and gross errors prevailing at the time, and that those who either 
\ were, or might be convicted of holding errors, should be censured ac- 
\ cording to the degree of their offences. 2. That the act of Assembly, 
1733, against Mr. Erskine and his brethren, should be rescinded, with 

, all the subsequent proceedings against them, and that the act of 1648, 
. for “censuring of ministers for sile nee, and for not speaking agaiust the 





corruptions of the times,” should be revived. 3. That the act of As- 
sembly, 1733, concerning some brethren in the Presbytery of Dunferm- 
line, be also rescinded, and the dispensation of sealing ordinences allow- 
ed to those who have not freedom to submit to the ministry of intruders. 
; That probationers shall forfeit their licence, and ministers be susjend- 

ed, and if obstinate deposed, if they accept of presentations; and that 

no one shall be settled in any congregation, without the call and con- 
sent of the majority of that congregation, who are admitted to full com- 
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munion ; and that there be no preference of votes on account of any 
worldly consideration. 5, That Presbyieries be enjoined to use care 
in the licence of young men, not only to inquire into their literature, but 
also their acquaintance with the power of godliness, and the work of 
the Spirit upon their own souls; and that they admit none to trials, but 
such as are known to be of sound principles, of a good report, of a so- 
ber, grave, prudent and pious behaviour, and other qualilications requir- 
ed by the scriptures, and many acts of Assembly. 6. That in the 
crounds of a national fast, there should be an acknowledgement of the 
great guilt of the land in having gone on in a course of backsliding, con- 
trary to the word of God, and the obligations of their covenants. 

They did not propose these things as embracing all the evils of which 
they complained, but only the things necessary to prepare the way for 
their return, “If,” say they, **the above things were done, we 
might have the comfortable prospect of a pleasant and desirable unity,and 
harmony with our brethren in concurring with them according to our 
weak measure in all other necessary steps towards a further reforma- 
tion.” 

After al] that is said and quoted with marksof approbation in the first 
article of the Repertory, most evidently exhibiting the conduct of Mr. 
Erskine and his brethren, as highly censurable from the first, though the 
church courts were not altogether to be excused, it is a little surprising 
to find in the second article the following decision as to the merits of 
the whole case. “ We cannot vindicate the harshness of Mr. Ebenezer 
Erskine’s denunciations, but when we now read his offensive sermons, 
which occasioned so much agitation, and so wide a breach, we are sur- 
prised that any church court should have deemed it necessary, or expe- 
dient to notice them atall. Weagree, therefore, with the Seceders, in 
their ‘Testimony, that church authority was wound up too high; that 
the censure of Mr. Erskine for testifying against existing evils, was a 
dangerous and unwarrantable proceeding, and that the whole process 
was conducted injudiciously. ‘The point at which we are disposed to 
commence our censure of Mr. Erskine and his associates, is the time 
when the door of reconciliation was opened wide, and they were ear- 
nestly entreated to return to the bosomof the church. ‘This invitation 
many of their friends then, were of opinion, they ought to have embrac- 
ed; and all impartial persons now must think the same.” —[Repertory, 
vol. VII. pp. 218, 219.] 

Considering the views which the editors had been led to entertain of 
the facts relating to the Secession, this decision is not only very liber- 
al, but betrays an excess of candour, and such an excess that they do 
not long retain it. In the next paragraph, they g> on to find fault 
with the Assembly of 1734 for having done notonly every thing which 
they could do, but more than they ought to have done to heal the breach, 
and reconcile to the church the Seceding brethren. ‘ Our meaning,” 
say they, “is, that their concessions were too great, and that they were 
wrong in removing the censures of the church from these brethren, be- 
fore they had any assurance that they were disposed to yield.” ‘Their 
meaning then must be thatit was wrong in the Assembly to correct what 
they have admitted to be their “ dangerous and uowarrantable proceed- 
ings.” ‘That it was wrong to reverse a censure which they acknowledge 
was not deserved: and that it was right to delay doing justice, and 
freeing themselves from sin, until assured that those oppressed by their 
unrighteous acts were disposed to yield. 

10* 








eneniintepitemminnt ase et ee 


-+--—~ nw —— ee 
a ~~ — 





114. Of the Secession from the Established Church of Scotland. 


Thev savy the Seceders had no desire to re-enter the church which : br 
they had left. Ifnot, the honest statement of their difficulties, and the x ap 
fair proposals which they made to the Assembly, the profession of an in 
earnest desire of reunion and care to avoid every thing which would be 
a bar in the way of it, were all acts of the most consummate hypocrisy : . 
and the character which the Repertory gives of these men, is altogether : 
too favorable. ‘They had their complaints, and the Repertory thinks 
if these had been removed, they would have found others. But 
they do not insist on the redress ofall their grievances, but if certain 
evils which they specify, were removed, they were ready to return and 
co-operate with their brethren in effecting the removal of others. The 
chief thing, it is said, at which they aimed in publishing their reasons of 
non-accession, Was to make an impression on the public. Have other 
publishers no aim to make such impressions? Were these charges 
against the Seceders, designed to lie hid, or to produce no impression 
on those who should read them? Or ought Seceders alone to have no 
regard to public opinion, no desire to defend themselves? Bat it is 
painful to follow out so much impeachment of motives, and so many 
imputations of low and ambitious designs brought forward under the 
profession of moderation, candor and charity. 

The time when the brethren chose to give publicity to these reasons, 
rather shows that their design was tomake an impression on the Assembly. 
‘These reasons of their non-accession, and the proposal of what would 
satisfy them were published immediately before the meeting of the As- 3 
sembly, May, 1735; and they waited with anxiety to see whether that 3 
Assembly would continue the work of reformation which seemed to have 
been commenced in 1734, and whether they would accede to what they e 
proposed. They were, however, disappointed in their hopes. Even the 
Repertory is obliged to own, that though the Assemblies of 1735 and 1736, 
passed some good acts, several cases occurred in which ministers were set- 
tled in Parishes, contrary to the wishes of the majority, and they might 
have added, ministers enrolled in Presbyteries contrary to the will of the 
members. ‘In the case of professor Campbell,” it is also said, “they were 
thought by the Seceders to have treated his errors with too much len- 
ity.” ‘The acts, however, they think, “furnish evidence that the major- 
ity of the Assembly were strictly orthodox, and therefore good men 
should have been reluctant to separate from a church so sound in the 
faith.” It is probable, however, that paper-orthodoxy was not in high 
repute among the Seceders; that they looked more at the application 
of acts, than at the acts themselves. And such was their view of the 
determined course of backsliding, on which the church appeared to be 
bent that they gave up all hope of any present restoration consistent 
with fidelity in the cause of truth. 
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The four brethren held eleven presbyterial meetings for mutual advice, 
and for asking counsel of the Lord, before they proceeded to any ju- 
dicial acts. ‘This step they first took at their twelfth meeting, Aug. 21, 
1735, after having spent the preceeding day in fasting and prayer. At 
this meeting they appointed a committee to prepare a Judicial Testi- 
mony. ‘This was approved and enacted December, 1736, at their 
twenty-fourth mecting, and published, not as the Repertory says, in \§ 
1786, but in March, 1737. Between the time of enacting and pub- 
lishing it, Messrs. Ralph Erskine and Thomas Mair having formally 
declined the Communion cf the Established church acceded to the 
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brethren on the ground of this Testimony, which they had read and 

approved. Their papers declining the Established church and declar- 

ing their adherence to the Seceders were published with this Testimony. 
(To be continued. ] 





Arr. II. The Scripture mode of Baptism. 


Mr. Epiror: 

Dear Sir.—The person benefits society but little, however effectually 
he may show that one doctrine or theory is wrong, if he does not bring 
forward and establish some truth. I hope that in my two former pa- 
pers aud the communication of your other correspondent, on the same 
subject, sufficient evidence has been brought, to show that from any 
thing we have revealed in the scriptures of truth, it does not appear 
that immersion can be the scriptural mode of administering the ordi- 
nance of baptism. ‘That if this is or was the mode intended by the 
Holy Spirit, both the original penmen and our translators of the Bible, 
have utterly failed in showing it. But the scriptures, as written by the 
original penmen, employed by the Holy Spirit, are our only unerring 
standard of faith and practice; and we believe that our English ver- 
sion is on the mainan accurate and faithful translation of the orig- 
inal. ‘That it isso, we have the concurrent testimony of all branches 
and denominations of the Protestant church. On this authority, then, 
we have arrived at the conclusion that it never was the mind of the Ho- 
ly Spirit, that immersion, dipping, or plunging wholly under water, 
should be the mode of Baptism, or is essential to its right administration. 
But yet it is to the scriptures, we must look for instruction respecting 
the right mode ofadministering this ordinance, which is one of positive in- 
stitution. The light of nature can give us no instruction concerning it. 
To the Law and Testimony then, we must look, and these must we fol- 
low. And with these as our rule, and humbly and reverently seeking 
the Divine Spirit as our guide, we hope to come tothe mind of the Spirit 
on this important point. In pursuing this enquiry, as much of the con- 
troversy respecting the mode, has turned on the meaning of the word 
baptize, I shall first endeavor to ascertain and show its meaning in sa- 
cred use. 

1. The import of the word baptize. Thisis the word which is used to 
signify the mode of baptism ; viz. the manner in which water 1s to be us- 
ed. Respecting the use of water in the right administering of this or- 
dinance, there is no question. The advocates of infant baptism, who 
usually administer the ordinance by sprinkling or pouring the water on 
the person to be baptized, have not generally attached so much impor- 
tance to the mode or form; thinking that it is not so much the obedience in 
the form, as the obedience of the heart in the thing done, that is accept- 
able of God. They have generally admitted that water applied in any 
way in the name of Father, Son and Holy Spirit, by a proper minister, 
to a proper subject, is valid baptism. Hence they have recognized the 
administration of baptism by Baptists as the ordinance of God. But to 
proceed to the meaning of the word. 

1. We find the word used by our Lord himself, on that very solemn and 
important occasion, when the disciples were assembled to witness his as- 
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cension, and consequently in his last personalinterview withthem. Acts 
i. 5, Jesus said “ John truly baptized with water, but ye shall be baptized 
with the Holy Ghost, not many days hence.” And John had said be- 
tore of Jesus, that he should baptize with the Holy Ghost. Matthew 
iii. 11. Now both John and our Saviour must have used the word in 
the same sense; Jesus appears evidently to refer to the same thing, 
of which John spoke ; for his promise was a renewal, not merely of the 
promise proclaimed by John, but also of all those promises in the 
whole word of God, which ascribed the bestowing of the Holy Spirit to 
the Messiah. These will aid in ascertaining the meaning of the word 
baptize. Isa. 44. 3. “I will pour my spirit upon thy seed.” Joel ii. 
28. ‘1 will pour out my spirit upon all flesh.” Isa. xxxii. 15. “ Until 
the spirit be poured upon us from on high.” Now these are a few of 
the many passages, which might be quoted, that speak of the bestow- 
ing, giving or sending of the Holy Spirit. This is the same thing of 
which both Jesus and John spoke in the texts quoted above, (see Peter’s 
application, Acts ii. 16.); and should we not then understand the words 
used in the same sense! Most certainly, we should. Do we hear in 
these passages, any thing that would convey the idea, that the persons 
who receive the Holy Ghost, must be dipped, plunged or immersed in 
him? Certainly not. Orcan we suppose without a violation of com- 
mon sense that the disciples, who were told by Jesus, that they should 
be baptized with the Holy Ghost, not many days hence, expected to be 
immersed, plunged or dipped in the Holy Spirit in order to the accomp- 
lishment of this promise? This admits of butone answer. But then the 
fact of the accomplishment of this promise, whichis particularly record- 
ed, places the matter beyond doubt ; and perfectly accords with the lan- 
guage used in the passages quoted from the Old Testament. ‘The man- 
ner in which the Holy Spirit was bestowed on the occasion referred to, 
we have recorded, Acts li, 3, 4. “ And there appeared unto them clo- 
ven tongues, like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them, and they were 
filled with the Holy Ghost.” ‘This was then the manner or mode in 
which Christ baptized with the Holy Spirit and with fire, according to 
John the Baptist. ‘The visible or external emblem of the Holy Spirit, 
was “ the cloven tongues, like as of fire” And this was poured, orac- 
cording to Acts xi. 15. fell upon the disciples. Thus then we have 
ascertained the meaning of the word baptize, when applied to Christ’s 
baptism; and from the way in which John‘s baptizing, and Christ’s are 
spoken of together, we must necessarily conclude that the word signi- 
fies the same thing, when applied to either. Hence, we see that the 
word baptize, at least in two instances, viz., when it signifies Christ’s 
baptizing with the Holy Spirit, and John the Baptist’s baptizing, it does 
not signify to plunge, dip or immerse. ‘To apply the word in the latter 
sease, literally, to Christ’s baptism, would be impossible, and figurative- 
ly, it would be absurd. 

We may then from the foregoing reasoning, see that the main argument 
of the Baptists is unfounded, viz. * that the word baptize always meansto 
immerse, and never to pour or sprinkle, and consequently that there is 
but one mode, as there is but one meaning.” ‘They admit that if it can 
be proved, that it ever means to pour or sprinkle, that their argument 
on this point falls to the ground. 

But further, when Peter was rehearsing to the Apostles and brethren 
at Jerusalem, an account of his visit to Caesarea and preaching in the 
house of Cornelius, he says, Acts xi. 15, 16. “ When I began to speak 
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the Holy Ghost fel? on them, as on us at the beginning, then I remem- 
bered the word of the Lord, how he said, John indeed baptized with wa- 
ter: butye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost.” Now I would ask 





Ww what possible resemblance could there be between the falling of the Ho- 

im ly Spirit or hisemblem upon an assembly and baptizing, if it necessarily 

g, aud exclusively signifies the dipping or plunging of persons under water, 

le that the former should call up the remembrance of the latter’? But | 
le supposing baptism to be administered, not by letting the person to be bap- 
‘0 tized fall under the water, but by letting water fall or descend upon him 
d . by sprinkling or pouring, after the manner of rain or dew, as the Holy 

I. : Spirit and his blessings are often represented in the scripture lan- ; 
il “ guaze;* then would it be altogether natural, that Peter's sceing the’ Holy 
if " Spirit falling upon the assembly, should call up to his remembrance 
x the promise of baptizing with the Holy Ghost. i, 
f lt must then be evident that God’s mode of baptizing with the Holy ; 
S Spirit is by pouring, or letting fall, (according tu the passages referred } 
s to at the foot of the page,) as rain or dew falls. And need our oppo- 

1 nents be told how that is?) But Baptists admit. vea, they plead that 

5 there is but one mode, as there is but “one baptism.” Then it follows, 
that either they ave wrong in pleading for ore mode, or that immersion 

or dipping, 1s not that mode. Because the mode used by God, is not im- ‘ 
| mersion. But have we any good reason to believe that John baptized 

in a different manner, as intended to convey the idea of a ditierent 


mode, when he said | come baptizing with water, (John 1. 32.) and the 

Son of God baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. Both truly baptized. Are 
we to suppose they did itdiflerently ? If they did, there are two modes 

and two meanings to Baptize. The one that Joho gives—the other 

given by God. God's is pouring. Which is safest for us to take ? 

But again, if a particular mode is ssential to the right administration 
of this ordinance, as Baptists say it is; and there is but ‘One baptism,’ 
ph. iv. 5. then we must conclude that but one mode is recognized and 
taught in the word, and by the Spirit of God; and that one baptism in- 
cludes the baptism by the Holy Spirit, mentioned 1. Cor, xii. 13. “ For 
by one Spirit we are all baptized into one body.” This one baptism is 
in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, It must embrace also 
the node of the three—for they agree in one. From Math. ii. 11, and 
other passages above quoted, it must be evident thatthe Father’s mode i 
is by pouring, the Son’s and Spirit's must be the same. And if the 
Apostles had Christ’s presence with them ia the administration of this or- 
divance, as he promised, Matth. xxviii. 19, 20, may we not safely con- 
clude, their mode would be the same. And would not this be a safe one 
for us all to follow ? 

But let us enquire a little further into the meaning of the word bap- 
lize, as used in tue sacred scriptures; this will be a safer and a better 
way of ascertaining its true signification, than by consulting all the 
dictionaries and lexicons, ever co npiled by the ingenuity or shill of man. 
The word is used in other places in the Bible in reference to water bap- 
usin. 

1. Cor. x. 2, presents an example. “ They (the Israelites,) were 
all baptized unto Moses, in the sea and in the cloud.” Baptists say 
that “they hal the waters on each side, which stood up asa wall, higher 
thauthey, and the clould over them, so that they were as persons im- 
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mersed in and covered with waters; and very fitly represented the or- 
dinance of baptism, as performed by immersion,” or “ the cloud’s being 
before and behind them, so that they were completely surrounded b 
water.” [Gill on the place.] But still this resemblance falls far short 
of their own definition of immersion, which requires the whole body to 
be sunk entirely under water. Now the Israelites, did nut sink asa 
heavy weight, either into the sea or into the cloud. The account we 
have of the event, in Exod. xiv, and which must be our key to the true 
meaning of the word baptize in the place, represents the “sea as a wall 
on either side.” v. 22. The cloud went before them. The Israelites 
become alarmed at the close pursuit of the Egyptians. God caused the 
pillar of the cloud to go from before their face, and to stand behind 
them. The cloud then, according to this account, supposing it to be 
water, could only wet a side at a time—this would still fall far short of 
total immersion. 

Further there were upwards of six hundred and twenty thousand Is- 
raelites in this company. How did those in the middle get under the 
water? Which must have been the case if the word baptize in the pas- 
sage under consideration means total immersion. For it is the mean- 
ing of the word, as used by tne Holy Spirit, that we are now endeavor- 
ing to ascertain. If the word must mean the sinking of the whole body 
entirely under water,(which, Baptists hoid, is essential to Baptism, how 
did the Israelites get under water? Can a person be immersed on dry 
ground? Surely Baptists will say, No! the thing isimpossible. ‘Then 
there could be no immersion here; for it is said expressly, Exod. xiv. 
16. “'The Children of Israel shall go on dry ground.” v. 21. “ The sea 
was made dry land.” v. 29. * The children of Israel walked upon dry 
land in the midst of the sea.” Here is then, a real difficulty for Bap- 
tists,—accourding to their mode, they cannot baptize on dry ground. 
But with those who sprinkle or pour, this is uo difficulty.—They can 
baptize on dry ground. They believe that it rained upon the Is- 
raclites, while the cloud was passing over them, according to Ps. 
77, 17, where David says expressly, speaking of this very event, 
“The clouds poured out rain.” The only kind of rain which does 
not wet the ground, is what we call a sprinkle. Here then, God’s 
mode of baptizing with water, is by sprinkling. Baptists say, there 
is but one mode, and it really seems so; for whether God bap- 
tizes with the Spirit or with water, he pours out, or sprinkles, but 
does not immerse. His is a baptism on dry ground, which accor- 
ding to the Baptists’ mode and meaning of the word, is impossible. 
Jt is to be keptin mind, that this is the language of the New Testament. 
And Paul was directed to call this baptizing, (for the express purpose 
of showing that the sacraments of the Jews were types of ours.) by the 
same Spirit that directed Moses and David to record the events. We 
are secking for the Bible meaning of the word baptize. We see inspir- 
ed Moses and David, Peter and Paul, and the prophets explaining it as 
a pouring, or sprinkling. ‘Thus we find that both in the Old and New 
Testament language, the word baptize is used to signify, pouring out, 
sprinkling. All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is all prof- 
itable for doctrine and instruction. And it has decided that the word 
does not always mean total immersion. 

We might refer to many other instances in which the word is used, 
where it cannot mean immersion, as plead for and practised by Bap- 
tists in the administration of baptism. We might show the same thing 
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respecting the word bapto, the root from which baptizo, baptize, is de- 
rived, which in the Greek bible is twice used to express the manner or 
mode in which king Nebuchadnezar’s body was wet with the dew of 
heaven. Daniel iv. 30. v. 21. An examination of the derivative name 
baptismos baptism, would confirm the same thing. If we should appeal 
to the poets, orators, and historians of antiquity, masters of the Greek 
language, we would be at no loss to find abundant proof of these words 
being used ina similar sense. If we should appeal to human authori- 
ty, we could appeal to none higher than Dr. Owen, who says—* That 
no one instance can be given in scripture, in which the word, which we 
render baptize, does necessari/y signify either to dip or plunge,” and 
this can be confirmed dy the acknowledgment of eminent Baptists. 
But I do not think it necessary to appeal to human, while we have an 
abundance of scripture authority to settle the true meaning of the 
word, which is far better authority. I presume sufficient has been 
said respecting the meaning of this word. lam _ persuaded that the 
more we search the scriptures, the stronger will be the proof, that the 
word baptize, and the mode of baptism, as used in the sacred writings, 
has a reference to the applying of the element or sign to the body, by 
pouring or springling—and not applying the body to the element by 
plunging or immersion. J. P.M. 


P. 8S. As leisure may permit, 1 may furnish you with the illustration 
of two or three arguments more. The present has a reference only, 
as you will perceive, to the meaning of the word baptize. 





Art. III. Address by the Associate Presbytery of Cambridge, to the 
People under their cure, on the subject of the Bible Society. 


The following Address by the Associate Presbytery of Cambridge, 
to the people under their care, on the subject of the Bible Society, was 
ordered to be sent for publication in the Religious Monitor. It is,here- 
by accordingly sent, with the request that it be published. It was 
adopted in March last, but by an oversight, its transmission has been 
delayed till this time. I hope you will publish it as soon as practicable. 

Yours, &c. A. ANDERSON. 

Rev. James Martin, Ed. Rel. Mon. 

The Associate Synod, at its meeting in 1831, adopted rules and 
regulations for procuring and distributing copies of the Holy scriptures, 
with the Psalms in metre. The Synod, in those rules, desires “the ses- 
sion of every congregation, to take measures as soon as practicable, to 
raise monies, either by annual collections in the congregation, or by 
subscriptions from church-members and others, or by both these me- 
thods, or by any other, which may seem best calculated to promote the 
object in view.” The Presbytery finding that all the congregations 
within their bounds have not complied with the recommendations of 
the Synod, beg leave to address them on this important measure. 


Dear Brethren—The immense importance of this subject, deserves 
and demands your most serious consideration. The Holy. Scriptures 
are a gracious revelation from the God of Heaven, and contain the 
words of eternal life. Many millions of the human race are perishing 
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for lack of the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make them wise to 
salvation, though faith that is in Jesus Christ. We can bestow upon 
them no better boon than the bible. ‘They can receive no greater 
gift from us than the word of God, which is indispensably necessary to 
the salvation of their souls. We live in a time in which copies of the 
scriptures can be easily and indefinitely multiplied, and the price of a 
single copy of the bible is so small that it would procure food and rai- 
ment for the body but fora very few days. There is a laudable en- 
deavor in many parts of the christian world, to distribute the bread 
and water of life to the immortal souls of perishing sinners, by an ex- 
tensive circulation of the holy scriptures, afforded at as low a price as 
possible, or furnished gratuitously. The special object of the Synod 
is the distribution of the scriptures with the Psalms in metre. It is a 
part of our profession that none other than the scripture psalmody ought 
to be used in the worship of God. The distribution of the scriptures with 
the scripture psalms, in metre, is not professedly done by any Bible 
Society with which we are acquainted. By accomplishing this mea- 
sure we distribute nothing but the word of God, but we distribute it in 
such a manner, as that those who receive it, may not only read the 
written revelation of God’s will, but from that sacred record sing the 
songs of Zion, celebrating the praises of the God of all grace for the 
precious blessings of a spiritual and everlasting salvation. “Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and ad- 
monishing one another in psalms and hymns, and spiritual songs, sing- 
ing with grace, and making melody in your hearts to the Lord. And 
whatsoever ye do in word or deed, doall in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God and the Father by him.” This is a most honora- 
ble, useful and important work of christian charity, and we ought to 
consider it not only a duty, but a privilege to be liberal, prompt and 
active in it. It is one of the best means of doing good to all, especially 
to the household of faith. 'To quicken you in this godd work, consider 
the following passages of the bible itself. “'The Lord thy God, he it 
is that giveth thee power to get wealth. The silver is mine, and the 
gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts. Honor the Lord with thy sub- 
stance and with the first fruits of all thine increase, so shall thy barns 
be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.— 
Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when it is in the pow- 
er of thine hand to do it. Give to him that needeth—give alms of such 
things as ye have—give and it shall be given to you—good measure, 
pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give 
into your bosom :—cast thy bread upon the waters, for thou shalt find 
it after many days—there is that scattereth and yet increaseth; and 
there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it ‘endeth to poverty. 
The liberal soul shall be made fat, and he that watereth shall be water- 
ed also himself.—The bountiful eye shall be blessed, for he giveth of 
his bread to the poor.—Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he 
said, it is more blessed to give than to receive.—To do good and to com- 
municate forget not, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.” 

Let us therefore, dear brethren, engage in this blessed work of be- 
nevolence. praying that the word of God may grow mightily, till all the 
earth be filled with the knowledge of the Lord, and until, from the ut- 
termost parts of the earth, shall be heard songs, even glory to the 
ree God, when they shall lift up the voice and sing for the majesty 
of the Lord. 
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Art. IV. The Christian World Unmasked. 


(Continued from page $1.) 


Why, Doctor, you talk most amazingly of Jesus Christ: I never 
heard the like before. Some people only vamp him up as a prophet, and 
trample on his blood: and some, who like to live as they list, shew a 
Jewish heart, and call him an imposter; but vou make him God Al- 
mighty, our Creator and Preserver and Redeemer. Traly, | would 
give him all his due, but must have his honors fetched from the holy 
Bible, and not from human brains. My besom sweeps away all cob- 
webs, whether span by a spider or the doctor. Give me some fair and 
plain account of Jesus Christ from the scripture: I love the Bible, and 
can credit what it says. 

Now you talk like a man, Sir: when you lifted up your staff before, 
I began to think of packing up my alls. A cudgel is too hard an argu- 
ment forme. Butsince you ask for the Bible, | am well content to stay, 
and tel! you what it says of Jesus Christ. Before he had a human na- 
ture, he created all things by his divine power, all matter, and all ani- 
mals, and all spirits human or angelic. St. John says, 4// things were 
made by him: (John i. 3.) and Paul enlarges on St. John’s words, saying, 
All things.were created by him, that are in heaven and that are in earth, 
visible and invisible ; all things were created by him, and tor him ; that 
is, by his power, and for his glory. (Colos. i. 16.) Where his Godhead 
is equally proclaimed, by his creating power, and by creating all things 
for his glory. Now, Sir, if Jesus Christ created all things, he cannot be 
a creature ; otherwise he must create himself, and so have had exist- 
ence, before he had a being. 

Paul goes on and says, Jesus Christ is before all things. (Colos. i 17,) 
Grammar rules required him to say, Jesus was before all things; but he 
breaks his well known grammar rules, and says, he is before all things, 
to shew his eternal unchangeable existence: and Jesus did the same, 
when he said, Before Abraham was, | am. 

Paul adds further, By him all things do consist, (Colos. i. 17.) all 
things, material, human, or angelic (cvvéerxe) are held together, stand 
fast, and sustained by him. And again, Jesus upholdeth all things by 
the word of his power. (Heb. i. 3.) 

Paul sufficiently declares the divinity of Christ, by calling him the ex- 
press image of his Father's person. (eb. i. 3.) As the impression of 
a seal on wax exactly answers to the seal itself, line for line, and is the ex- 
press image of the seal; even so is the Son the express image of the 
Father. Whatever line of divinity is drawn on the Father, the same 
is impressed on the Son. Whatever wisdom, power, justice, truth, pa- 
tience, kindness, mercy, &c., are found in the Father, the same must be 
found equally in the Son, else he is not the express image of the Father's 
person. If any attribute is in the Father, which is not in the Son; or is 
possessed more perfectly by the Father than the Son, then the Son is 
not the express image of the Father. 

Paul asserts, that all the fullness of the Godhead dwelt in Christ 
bodily : (Colos. ii. 9.) that is the divine nature of Jesus, containing all 
the fullness of the Godhead, dwelt in his body, and inhabited it as a tem- 
‘oe just as the schechina, or glorious presence of God, inhabited the 

oly of holies in the first Jerusalem temple; which temple was a type 
of the body of Christ. 
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Jesus saith, .2// things whatsoever the Father hath (x, possesseth) are 
mine, do belong to me also. (John xvi. 15. ) 

Again he saith, I and the Father are one, (2v stusv) not one person, 
but one thing, one nature, one substance, one essence. (John x. 30.) 

i'e further aflirms, Vo one knoweth the Son but the Father, neither 
LKnoweth any one the Father but the Son. (Matt. xi. 27.) ‘The divine 
understanding of the Son and the Father are equal and reciprocal, alike 
infinite in both. Our translation is often faulty in rendering sosig no man, 
and ss any man, instead of no one and any one. 

On these accounts, Jesus declares, Whoso hath seen me hath seen the 
Father. (John xiv. 9.) My divine nature expressly bears the essential 
image of the Father; and as God-man, I am his manifestative image, a 
visible representative of Jehovah, displaying his divine perfections in 
such a manner by my words and works, that whoso seeth me, hath in 
effect seen the Father. Nothing more is found in him than in myself: 
whatever he possesseth I possess. 

The Father himself speaking to the Son, saith, Thy throne, O God, is 


for ever and ever. (Heb. 1. 8.) And could the Son speak to the Fa- 


ther in more lofty language? 

John calls him absolutely God, who made the worlds: (John i. 2, 3.) 
the true God: (1 Jolin v. 20.) and extols his love to mankind, by say- 
ing, Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for 
us. (1 John ui. 16.) 

Paul says, He was God manifested in the flesh, (1 Tim. iit. 16.) and 
aflirms that according to the flesh , or his human nature, he sprung from 
the fathers of the Jewish nation; but in his other nature, was God over 
all, blessed for ever; and ratifies the assertion by a solemn men. 
(Rom. ix. 5.) 

Thomas calls him my Lord, and my God ; and is commended for his 
faith; but others are commended more, who should thus believe on 
him, though they have not seen him. (John xx. 28.) 

Isaiah calls him, The mighty God: (Isa. ix. 6.) a just God, and a 
Saviour, who says, Look unto me and be saved. (Isa. xiv. 22, 23. Phil. 
ll. 10.) 

Jude calls him, the on/y wise God, our Saviour, (Jude 25.) And he 
is called the on/y wise God, not to exclude the Father and the Spirit 
from an equal share of divinity, but to exclude every one, who is not by 
nature God. (Gal. iv. 8.) So when Jesus saith, no one knoweth the Fa- 
ther, but the Son ; he does not mean to exclude the Holy Ghost, who is 
by nature God; for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea the deep thimgs of 
God. (1 Cor. i. 10.) And in this sense we say to Christ, in our com- 
munion service, * Thou only art holy,” not intending to exclude the 
Father and the Spirit from this holiness, but every one who is not by 
nature God. 

Jehovah is the incommunicable name of the true God, denoting his ev- 
erlasting permanent existence ; and God declare.h this by calling him 
self Lam, which expresseth the meaning of Jehovah. (Exod. ii. 14.) 
Now the psalmist affirms that the name Jehovah belongs to none but the 
true God, saying, Thou whose name alone is Jehovah, art the most high 
over all the earth: (Psal. Ixxxiii, 18.) yet this name is given unto 
Christ in the Old Testament; I mention only one place out of many, 
This is his name, whereby he shall be called, the Lord (in the Hebrew, 
Jehovah) our righteousness. (Jerem. xxiii. 6.) 

Jesus takes to himself the incommunicable name, saying, Before Abra 
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ham was, Tam; ; and thereby intimates to the Jews, that he was the 
very | am, WI ho spoke to Moses at the bush; the God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, who brought the Israelites out of E sypt gave them his law 
at Sinai, and led them by his cloud, and fed them with his mauna, in the 
wilderness. 

Paul tells you, that the God, the I am, who was tempted by the Isrz- 
elites in the wilderne ss, Was Christ; neither let us tempt Car ist, as som 

of them also t mpted, and were destroyed by Serpe nts. (1 Cor. x. 9.) 

John ascribes eternal existence unto Christ, s saying, The life was man- 
fested, and we have seen it, and shewn unto you that eternal life, which 

‘was with the Father, and was manifestel unto us. (1 Johni. 2.) Well 
Sir, are you growing weary of this scripture evidence ! 

No, no, Doctor, you have me fast by the ears; Llovesc ripture much, 
but hate your logic ; for lL have suifered by it. " Shrove-tide | was 
riding to a market, and overtook a very spruce fellow, who quickly 
let me know he was a philosopher. I can, he said, dispute upon a 
broomstick for half a day together: I can take -ny side of any question, 
and prove it first very right, and then mighty wrong: I can fix an ass 
so equally between two hay-bottles, that though he is hungry, and pla- 
ced within due reach of both, he shall taste of neither. I otfered to lay 
him half a crown, that the ass would fairly eat up both the bottles, it 
convenient time was granted. No, he replied, the ass will not; and | 
shall prove he cannot. Nay, then said I, it is no common ASS, ifhe will 
not eat good hay; it must be some human ass, like yourself, Sir, and so 
I jogs »d on, and left him. Indeed these broomstick disputers had al- 
most choused me out of Christ’s divinity. Go on, Doctor, I am not 
weary, but am all attention. 

Sir, I obey your orders cheerfully; it is a favorite subject, and cou- 
cerns me much. If Jesus Christ is not truly God, he cannot save me : 
no atonement can be made by his death. Neither need he come trom 
heaven, merely as a prophet, to instruct me. He might have taught 
me just the same things by the mouth of Paul or Peter, as by his own 
mouth: and they might have confirmed the truth by their death, as well 
as himself. But they could make no atonement on a cross for sin; 
none but a real God-man can do this. And now, Sir I proceed. 

God claims divine worship, as due only to bhisafall Thou shall wor- 
ship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. (Matt iv. 10.) 
And Paul makes idolatry to consist, in paying service or worship to them 
that are not gods by nature. (Gal. iv. 8.) If therefore Jesus Christ is 
not God by nature, he ought not to be worshipped. Yet when the Fa- 
ther brought his Son into the world, he said Let all the angels of God 
worship Aim. (tleb. i. 6.) And that multitude of heavenly host, which 
brought the shepherds tidings of a Saviour, no doubt did worship him 
accordingly. 

Many patients that came to Jesus for a cure, did worship him, and 
without a reprimand for so doing. 

All his disciples worshipped him very solemuly at his ascension. (Luke 
XXiv. 2.) 

All angels and glorified saints pay him worship in heaven, saying. 
Worthy is the Lamb, that was slain, to receive power, and riches, and 
wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing ! (Rev. v. 11. 

12.) Whata — ver of words are he: aped together, in order to express 
the highest worship and the deepest ador: ition! Yet lofty men can 

not submit to worship Jesus, though the angels do it joyfully. 
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Again; Every creature in heaven, on earth, and under the earth, Say, 
blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be to him that sitteth on the 
throne, and to the Lamb, for ever and ever. (Rev. v. 13.) Every crea- 
ture is here represented as paying, and every creature will at length be 
forced to pay, this homage and worship equally to the Father and the 
Lamb; which yet never would be paid, unless Christ was truly God. 
For thus the Lord declares, 1 am Jehovah, that 1s my name ; and my 
clory will [not give to another, that is to any other who is not Jehovah. 
(Isa. xliii. 8.) But Jesus Christ’s name is Jehovah too, and therefore 
he shares equal glory with the Father. 

Jesus, as Jehovah, is the object of prayer. The Apostles say, Lord 
increase our faith, (Luke xvii. 5.) 

All petitioners who applicd to Christ for help, presented their prayer 
to him, and expected help wholly from him; excepting Martha, who is 
gently reproved for not doing so. Martha says, | know that whatsoever 
thou wilt ask of God, he will give it thee. (John xi. 22.) Jesus tells her, 
fam the resurrection and the life ; he that believeth on me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live. (Verse 25.) You talk of God's giving me what- 
soever Lask: but know assuredly, that I have life in myself, and raise a 
soul or body unto life, when I please. 

Stephen says, Lord lay not this sin to their charge: and commends 
his departing soul, as true believers do, into the hands of Jesus. (Acts 
vii. 59, 60.) And who, but Jehovah, is worthy of, and sutlicient for 
such a trust? 

Paul, in a prayer, put the Son’s name before the Father’s, May our 
Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God even our Father—comfort your 
hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work. (2 Thess. i. 
16, 17.) 

Inthe New Testament, Christians are thus described, They call upon 
the name of Jesus Christ. (1 Cor. i. 2.—Acts ix. 14, 21.) This was an 
outward distinguishing mark of Christians in the Apostle’s day, but some 
lewd professors in our day esteem it the brand of idolators. 

It is the Father’s will, that all should honor the Son, even as they hon- 
or the Futher ; should pay the same adoration and worship to the Son, 
in his human nature, as they pay it to the Father. The human nature, 
taken by the Son, veiled his divinity ; and might seem a bar against di- 
vine worship. ‘Therefore a command is given, first, that all the ange/s 
should worship him at his incarnation; and then, that all men should 
honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. The union of the two na- 
tures shall be no bar against divine worship. And every one, who 
withholdeth this honor from the Son, does withhold it from the Father, 
and dishonor him. For he, that honoreth not the Son, honoreth not the 
Father, who hath sent him. (John v. 23.) 

When you directa prayer unto Jesus, you need no one to introduce 
you, but may go directly to him now, as they did aforetime when he 
Was on earth. As aman, he receives the address of men; and as God, 
he is worthy of them, and abundantly able to supply all wants. But 
when you pray to the Father or the Holy Spirit, that is, to the Godhead 
absolutely, then you must go through the Mediator, as the only ground 
of your acceptance. 

We are baptized equa/ly in the name of the Father, and the Son; and 
thereby make equal profession of faith, worship and obedience to them 
both. But if Jesus Christ is not Jehovah, raise him up as high as the 

shoulder of an Arian can lift him, he is still much more beneath the 
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Father, than a worm is beneath himself. For there can be no propor- 
tion between finite and infinite. Therefore if Jesus Christ is not Jeho- 
vah, to couple him with the Father in the same bay ptismal dedication, is 
a thousand times more unseemly, than 10 harness a snail and an ele- 
phant together. And what is said of the Son in this article, equally 
respects the Holy Ghost. 

Jesus Christ is appointed the judge of quick and dead ; but how can 
he execute the oflice, unless he is Jehovah? His e ye must survey ev- 
ery moment all the actions, words and thoughts that are passing every 
where throughout the earth; and his memory must retain distine tly all 
the amazing tiumbe sr of actions, words and thoughts, that will have pas- 
sed from the world’s creation to its dissolution. If but a single wicked- 
ness, committed in asinner’s bosom, escapes him; or buta single cup 
of cold water, given unto any in the name of a disciple, is forgotte ‘n; he 
cannot judge right judgment. Now, if vou think a creature’s compre- 
hension can survey and retain all these things; (and modern faith, 
though straining ata Bible-gnat, will swallow down an hundred camels) 
still | ask, how can Jesus know the hearts of men, unless he is Jehovah ? 
This prerogative belongs to God alone. 

Solomon prays in this manner, Jehovah, Cod of Israel, thou, even thou 
only, knowest the hearts of all the children of men. (1 Wings viii. 23, 39.) 
And Jehovah says of himself I search the heart, and try the reins. (Jer. 
xvii. 10.) 

Now Jesus does the same ; therefore he is Jehovah, and qualified to 
be a judge. He shewed, while on earth, that he knew what was in man, 
(John ii. 24, 25); he knew their thoughts ; (Matt. xii. 25); disclosed 
the inward reasonings of their. hearts; (Mark ii. 8); and declares con- 
cerning himself, that all the churches shall know, that Bam he. who 
search the reins and heart: and being able to do this, he is qualified for 
judge, and therefore adds, [ will give to every one of you according to your 
works. (Rev. ii. 23.) 

[To be continued. ] 


Art. V. London oy niversaries. 
((From the London Correspondent of the N. Y. Commercial Advertiser.) 
General sIssembly of the Church of Scotland's Foreign. Vissions. 


This meeting was held on Tuesday evening, May 10th, at Exeter 
Hall, chiefly to give an opportunity of m: king known the operations of 
the General Assembly of Scotland in the cause of Foreign Missions. 
That body, some few years ago, undertook the work of Foreign Mis- 
sions in its ecclesiastical capacity, and though they have not yet accom- 
plished a great deal, yet they have made a good beginning, and their 
prospects are very encouraging. This meeting allowed a full develop- 
ment of their views, as Ww ell as a statement of their success. The Mar- 
quis of Broadalbane presided, and addresses were made by the Hor, 
Mr. Pringle, M. P., the Rev. Dr. Duil, aud one or two others. The 
meeting was chiefly interesting on account of the very long and able 
speech “of Dr. Dui, who gave a most interesting account of the state of 
things ex xisting in India, and especially in Calcutta, brought about by 
the education of the Hindoo youth in the literary systems of European 
knowledge ; the open infidelity and neglect of all re ligion which that i in- 
struction leads to when dissociated from Christianity, as has becn shown 
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in the ease of the Hindoo College, maintained by the English govern- 
ment: and of the success which has attended the institution that has 
been established by the Assembly’s Missionaries, in which more than 
500 Hindoo youth are now receiving instruction in divine and human 
knowledge. 


Trish Evangelical Society. 


This seciety held its annual meeting at the same time, at Finsbury 
Chapel. ‘Thomas Walker presided, and the report was read by the 
Rev. Arthur Tidman, Secretary ot the society. This association is 
contined chiefly to the Congregationalists, as the Hibernian Society is 
to the members of the established church. The annual meetings are 
usually extremely interesting. It is a powerful auxiliary in the work 
of evangelizing Ireland. During the past year, it employed fifty minis- 
ters, evangelists and exhorters or Bible readers and expounders. — Its 
receipts were about £3000, and its expenditures were the same.—In- 
teresting addresses were delivered at this meeting by the Rev. John Si- 
bree, Rev. John Burnet, Rev. Dr. Morrison, Rev. E. H. Nolan, Rev. 
William Owen, &c. 


British and Foreign Bible Society. 

The thirty-second annual meeting of this noble Society was held on 
Wednesday the 4th day of May, at Exeter Hall. The attendance was 
of course, as great as the Hall would allow. Lord Bexly presided and 
opened the meeting with an address, which I could not hear, inasmuch 
as his lordship speaks ina very low voice. The report was read by 
the Rev. Messrs brandram and Brown, two of the Society’s Secre- 
taries. 

This great Society still marches onward in its benevolent work. 
During the last year it issued from its depository 558,842 copies of the 
sacred Scriptures, or portions of them; making a total of 9,751,792 
since its organization. ‘This does not include the Bibles printed by oth- 
er Societies, which may even have been aided by this Society. The 
report gave a very cheering survey of the progress of the Bible cause in 
all parts of the world. The Society is about to send out an agent to 
China, to devote himself to the work of distributing the sacred Scrip- 
tures in that important part of the world. 

The receipts last year were £86,819 8s, 7d, and the expenditures 
£107,487 19s, 7d. 

Addresses were made at this meeting by the Bp. of Winchester, Lord 
Glenelg, Rev. Robert J. Breckinridge, of Baltimore, Rev. Dr. John Pye 
Smith, Rev. Mr. Jackson, of New York. Rev. Mr. Shaw, of South Af- 
rica, Josiah Foster, Rev. Mr. Ackworth, Rev. Dr. Longly, (one of the 
new bishops, ) and two or three others. Many of these addresses were ex- 
cellent, particularly that of Lord Glenelg, (lately Mr. Charles Grant,) 
who is a much more forcible speaker than I had expected to find him. 
The speeches of the American delegates were substantial, forcible, and 
well delivered. They will appear well also, when printed. 


Religious Tract Nociety. 
: Y 


This Society celebrated its thirty-seventh Anniversary on Friday 
ing, May 6th, at Exeter Hall. The meeting was very well atten- 
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ded. Samuel Hoare, Esq., the Treasurer, presided. The Report was 
read by Mr. Jones, one ot the Secretaries. 

This Society exerts a vast influence. Its total rece ape last year were 
£63.034 13s. 3d., of which £54,686 18s. 11d., were from the sales of 
its public ations, and the remainder from donations. 

Its public ations last year 15,914,146 ; making a total, since its forma- 
tion, of about 235,000, 000, in more than eighty languages. 

The report gave an encouraging view of the progress of the Tract 

cause in every part of the world, and took a most respectful notice of 
the procee ‘dings of the American Tract Society. It appears that the 
London Society extended aid during the year to Tract Societies in al- 
most every part of the world, and especially to the various Missions 
supported ‘by Evangelical Societies. 

\ddresses were made at this meeting by the Rev. Baptiste Noel, 
Rev. Mr. Grimshawe, Rev. Dr. Burder, Rev. H. Townley, Rev. Wm. 
Jackson, of New York, Rev. J. Cumming, Rev. Mr. Sibthorpe, and 
others. Mr. Jackson was a delegate from the American Tract Soci- 
etv. 





Sunday School Union. 


The annual meeting of this Society took place at Exeter Hall, 
Thursday evening, May 5th, Edward Baines, Esq. M. P. presided, and 
opened the meeting with an address After the singing of an appropri- 
ate anthem, the report was read by Mr. Lloyd, one of the secretaries 
of the Society. 

The report took a full survey of the Sunday School cause through- 
out the whole world, and gave a flattering notice of the American and 
other Sunday School Unions in the United States, embracing a million of 
scholars and teachers. It stated the number of Sunday Schools in Eng- 
land and Wales at 16,858, and the number of scholars at 1,548,890. 
The re of the Society for the last year, from donations, were 
£675 19s. 1d., and the expenditures were £542 19s. 23d., leaving a 
balance of £133 19s. 10:d. 

Addresses were delivered at this meeting by the Earl of Roden, who 
is not only a friend of Sunday Schools, but also a teacher and an active 
labourer in this cause, and also president of the Sunday School Society 
of Ireland; Rev. Arthur Tidman, Secretary of the [rish Evangelical 
Society ; Rev. John Leifchild, Rev. Charles Stovel, Rev. Dr. Morri- 
son, and several others. The speeches of the Earl of Roden, Mr. Tid- 
man, Leifchild, and Mr. Stovel, were very good indeed; those of the 
others were not extraordinary. Mr. Leifchild is probably the most 

opular speaker at these public meetings that is to be found in London. 

{fe is not a man of profound learning, nor of brilliant imagination, nor 
of great refinement. But yet there is so much of heart about all that he 
says, such an easy flow of language, united with a benignant counte- 
nance and a commanding person, and a silvery-toned voice, that it is im- 
possible to hear him without being greatly interested in what he says. 


London Society for promoting Christianity among the Jews. 

This society held its annual meeting on Friday the 6th inst. at Exe- 
ter Hall. Sir Thomas Baring, Bart. presided. “An interesting report 
Was read by one of the Secretaries of the Society. 

The receipts of the socicty for the last year were £14,295. 
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The report gave an encouraging account of the operations of the So. =m“! 
ciety. Its success, | apprehend, is much more considerable than most | yl 
people imagine. In various places in Prussia, Poland, &c. quite acon- | has 
siderable number of Jews have embraced Christianity. In Berlin there | ch 
are 700 baptized Jews. In Tunis the agent of the society has lately Me 
distributed more than 600 copies of the Hebrew Scriptures. Addresses ’ . 
were made at this meeting by the Rev. Edward Bickerstith, who is well N 
known in the United States, by his writings, and several other gentlemen. It 

‘eae fu 
London Hibernian Society. 
The thirtieth annual meeting of this Society was held at Exeter Hall, fc 





on Saturday, the 7th of May. ‘The Rt. Hon. Lord ‘Teignmouth, one of 
the Vice Presidents of the Society, presided in the absence of the Mar- q 
quis of Cholmondeley, who is the President. The report was read by + * 
one of the Secretaries. 

This is, in my opinion, one of the most important Societies in Great 
Britain. The object of the institution is to give a Scriptural education 
to the people of Ireland. More than 600,000 persons have been taught 
inits schools. It has now 1962 Sunday, day, and adult schools, and 
116,323 scholars. 

Of its schools—1011 are day-schools, 536 Sunday-schools, 407 adult- 
schools, 

182 new schools were established last year, 115 schools ceased, 40 
through opposition, and the others from want of funds ; 17 schools have 
been the actual increase. 

Nearly 40,000 children of Catholic parents attend thése schools, and | @ 
are instructed in the Scriptures. The Society has distributed 369,800 
copies of the word of God among its schools since its organization. 1 Mg 
The receipts last vear were £10,412 9s. 104d., including £1000 which 
were borrowed. The expenditures were £9835 5s. 10d. 

The speakers of this meeting were the Right Hon. Lord Montsan- 
ford, the Dean of Armagh, Rev. Peter Roe, of Kilkenny, Rev. Mr. Cum- 
ming, Rev. Mr. Seymour, and one or two others. 

Several of these speeches were very interesting. That of the Dean 
of Armagh bore the most delightful testimony to the progress of Evan- 
gelical piety in the Established church in Ireland, not only among the min- 
isters, but also among the people. ‘The addresses, of Messrs. Cumming 
and Seymour, were quite violent against tbe Catholics, and somewhat 
political, so much so that great opposition was made by some gentlemen 
who were present, and the Chairman had to insist upon the speakers 
avoiding such topics. I know not when I have seen a more exciting 
meeting 

I ought to add that this is not the only Society which is laboring 
to extend Scriptural education in Ircland. What is called the Kildare 
Place Society, which is Protestant and employs religious teachers and 
uses the Bible as aschool book, has more than 1000 schools, and more 
than 100,000 scholars in Ireland, and has undoubtedly done great good 
in that country. In addition to this the national schools use the scrip- 
tures or selections from them. And still more, the Sunday-school So 
ciety of Ireland has many schools under its care, in which the Holy 
Scriptures are carefully taught to the children. 





Protestant slssociation. 


This Association, whose object is to maintcin the doctrines and prin 
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ciples of the Reformation in opposition to Romanism, held its meeting 
on Wednesday, the the 11th of May, at Exeter Hall. This association 
has been formed mainly to promote the reading of the sacred Scriptures. 
It is not sectarian in its character. The Marquis of Winchelsea presi- 
ded, and addresses were made by the Duke of Newcastle, Lord Roden, 
Henry Pownell, Esq., M. P., Captain Gordon, Mr. Blanchard and sev- 
eral others. There was a delightful spirit prevailing at this meeting. 
Nothing was said to which any sect of Protestants could object. 
It was a meeting, the object of which seemed to be to secure the faith- 
ful perusal and study of the word of God, as the best, the true antidote 
for the poison of Romanism. 

The following is the substance of Captain Gordon’s speech, or report : 

Captain Gordon then rose, and after observing that they had arrived 
at that stage of the proceedings when, according to the usual practice of 
public meetings, the Secretary of the Society was accustomed to read 
the report of its success for the past year, remarked, that as the present 
was the first anniversary, the meeting would perhaps accept of him in 
lieu of a report, and allow him as briefly as the subject would admit 
of to explain the objects and the intensions of the Protestant Association. 
(Hear.) Before he did this, however, he would first allude to the break- 
ing up of the Orange Society. Orange Lodges, the legislature had de- 
clared to be inexpedient, and he would not detain the meeting by entering 
into a discussion of the principles of abody whose only fault appeared to 
him to be over zeal, (cheers,) but he insisted that some Society, repre- 
senting the principles of Protestantism, and yet distinct from the Orange 
Society, was absolutely necessary to the interest of the professors of 
that holy religion. (Hear, hear,) The Protestant Association was es- 
tablished in June last, but it was considered too late in the year to holda 
public meeting in support of it. It was necessary that it was in some re- 
spects different from the Society for promoting religious principles 
of the reformation. That Society proceeded upon the principle of 
“divide and conquer,” and opposed the doctrines of the Protestants to 
the doctrines of the Papists, but the object of this Association was to 
oppose a whole Protestantism to a whole Popery. It is a well known 
fact that Popery was a political as well asa religious system, (hear,) and 
it was therefore essential that it should be politically as well as religiously 
opposed. (Hear,) A course of that sort was quite as necessary as the 
simple opposition of Protestant truth to Popish error. The Church of 
Rome had used every influence, both spiritual and political, toregain the 
position which she had lost at the Reformation. The gallant Captain 
then exhihited to the meeting a map of England and Scotland ona large 
scale, which was marked with black spots or crosses in every place where 
a Roman Catholic chapel or college had been established in these coun- 
tries. . 

The number of those colleges and chapels had been registered by 
the Reformation Society, and in one county alone (Lancashire) they 
amout.ted to eighty-séven, and in another (Inverness) to seventeen. In 
1796 there were not twenty Catholic chapels in England and Scotland ; 
at the present time they amounted to upward of five hundred (hear) ; 
there were forty more, the building of which had commenced since the 
map he held in his hand was drawn up, and it appeared from a statement 
in the Dublin Review, a publication, the sole object of which was to as- 
sist Mr. O’Connell’s line of policy (hear), that forty more were in con- 
templation, so that they might be said to amount to a total of five hun- 
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dred and eighty in England and Se ‘otland alone. In the former of those 
kingdoms there were nine Roman Catholic colleges, and in the latter 
one. ‘To these were attached schools, and the Sisters of Charity, as 
they were called, were daily to be found at the bedside of the sick and 
the dying—(hear). He would not enter into very full details on the 
present occasion, but he was prepared to prove that there were shoals 
of unprotected and unfortified Protestants caught in the Roman Catholic 
net in our large towns, and even in our small country parishes. The 
Roman Catholic machinery was working to the conversion, or rather 
perversion of thousands of poor uneducated Protestants, in a manner the 
most deplorable and fatal. But Popery was not only doing this, but 
what was worse than any thing he had yet stated was the fact, that the 
professors of that religion had entered into an alliance with another class 
of persons who were at the very antipodes of a belief in its tenets— 
(hear, hear.) Liberalism was the link which unfortunately had con- 
nected the professors of the pure faith with the professors of no faith, 
Popery and liberalism were playing a deep and a dangerous game. 
Popery extinguished reason ae liberalism deified it—(hear.) Let the 
effects of Popery in Spain, in Italy, in Belgium, be looked at. In those 
countries she had become predominant, because there had been no Pro- 
testantism to oppose her. He would detail the progress of an anti- 
Protestant legislature _— r the influence of Liberalism. By what was 
called the Quebec Act, in 1774, Catholicism was established in Lower 
Canada, and from that rtnarek the Protestant was no longer essentially 
the established religion of the British dominions. Since this unhappy 
concession the college of Maynooth was founded (hear,) and it was an 
institution of which it might truly be said, that it was founded for the 
purpose of educating a prie ssthood to teach idolatry. The next fatal 
step was the measure of 1829, miscalled the Catholic Emancipation Bill. 
(Great cheering.) By that concession the principle was admitted, that 
the Roman Catholic religion was as beneficial to a state as the Protes- 
tant. Next came the new system of national education, so eminently 
adapted to extinguish the light of Protestantism throughout Ireland. 
Before that system prevailed, every Society which professed to give 
wholesome religious instruction to the people of that country was mak- 
ing the most cheering progress. By the return of the commission ap- 
pointed by the House of Commons to inquire into the state of Irish edu- 
cation, it was found that 600,000 children were enjoying the blessings 
of education, of whom 400,000 were being educated upon the princip ile 
of being instructed in the whole and unmutilated Bible. (Hear.) ‘The 
new system was gradually drawing them off from such a plan, and mix- 
ing np with their “education the heresies of Catholicism and Peter Dens. 
Even in the bill renewing the East India charter, Mr. O’Connell had 
contrived to have introduced a clause expressly favorable to the 
Catholic faith. The public treasury was employed, in many instances, 
in supporting that religion, and the people of this country were daily 
contributing by that means toward its general establishment. He had 
been taught to believe that what was morally wrong could not be politi- 
cally right, and upon that ground, as well as upon others he had stated, 
and having explained the principles on which the Protestant Association 
was founded, he felt himself justified in advocating to the utmost the 
cause it professed to maintain, and to call on all present to give it their 
cordial and hearty support. (Great cheering.) 
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hose : London Missionary Society. 

omer The fortieth annual meeting of this important Missionary Society was 
» as held on Thursday, the 12th of May, at Exeter Hall, Thomas Wilson, 
and fj Esq., the ‘Treasurer of the Society, presided. The report, or, rather, 








ithe § an abstract of it, was read by the Rev. Mr. Ellis. It gave a very in- 
en teresting account of the Society’s missions in India; in South Africa; 
iolic in the Socicty, or South Sea Islands, and in the West Indies. 

The The following is a brief summary :—272 stations ; 111 missionaries ; 
ither 28 European assistants; 195 native assistants; 74 churches ; more than 
rthe 5000 communicants; 448 schools; 29,600 scholars; 15 printing estab- 

: but lishments; 163,297 books issued last vear. 7 

‘ the Receipts last year, £55,865 2s. 11d., including £3000 from the go- . 

‘lass & vernment for the erection of schools in the West Indies. ‘The expen- i) 

al ‘? ditures were £60,627 8s. 5d. 4) 

con- Addresses at this meeting were made by the Rev. Messrs. Campbell 

uth,  § and Williams, missionaries, and the Rev. Messrs. Townley and Grey, , 

a S of Edinburgh, James, ot Birmingham, and the Rev. John Leifchild. 

the The speeches of Messrs. Campbell, Williams, James, and Leifchild, 

“a we were of thrilling interest. Indeed that of Mr. James, was one of the 
very best that I have heard on such occasions. Nor was Mr. Leifchild’s ; 

see ® much inferior. He was called upon by the people, at the close of the ; 

des meeting, to speak, and though he did so without premeditation, he did ' 

ol © jitadmirably. There was a deep feeling of interest manifested, in this 

lly } vast meeting, and more than one thousand pounds sterling were sub- 

PY ' scribed or collected. It was indeed, a noble meeting, and for a noble 

- cause. 

he amnesia : 

_ Naval and Military Bible Society. F 

un This is the oldest Bible Society in England, and, in the world, if we 

nm except Franklin S Bible Institution at Halle, which was, in some respects, ' 

‘a » areal Bible Society. It held its fifty-sixth annual meeting at Freema- 

j + son’s Hall. The Marquis of Cholmondely presided, 

; The receipts of this Society for last year, were about £2,500, and its ; 
‘" expenditure about the same. It has put into circulation 300,000 copies } 
a _ of the word of God since its formation. ‘The speakers at thismeeting were 
’ 4 Mr. Plumtre, M. P.; Mr. Tolly ; Captain Maude, R. N.; Capt. Paken- f 
‘ Pham, R. N.; Captain Elliott, R. N.; Rev. Peter Roe; Rev. William 
r _ Clayton, and the Rev. Mr. Grimshawe. 
' British Reformation Society. | 

The annual meeting of this Society was held at Exeter Hall, on Fri- 


day, the 13th of May. Mr. George Finch, in the absence of Lord 
Ashley, presided. 

The object of this meeting is to oppose Romanism in all its shapes 
and operations. The report was read by the Rev. Mr. Seymour. ‘The 
Society has circulated 400,000 Tracts, and employed a large number of 
Bible-readers in Ireland, who have experienced no little persecution from 
the Catholic priests. 

Addresses were delivered by Captain Gordon, Rev. Mr. Seymour, Rev. 
Dr. Halloway, Rev. Mr. Murray, Dean of Armagh, Rev. Edward Tot- 
tenham, and others. 

The meeting was a highly excited one. Several Catholics tried to 
interrupt it, but were soon put down, Manv -f the facts which were 
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stated by Captain Gordon and others, were exceedingly important ; byt 
they were similar to those which were stated at the meeting of the Pro. 
testant Association, which have already been given. 


Protestant Nociety for the Protection of Religious Liberty. 

This Society is often called John Wilks’ Society, for he is its Se. 
cretary and founder. Lord Errington, presided. The meeting was 
held on Saturday, the 14th of May, at the City of London Tavern. Ip 
the absence of Mr. Wilks, who was prevented by sickness from attend. 
ing the meeting, his son read a brief report. 

“This Society was formed for the protection of the rights and property 
of the Dissenters, of every name, and has made its influence felt far and 
wide, by its powerful and successful efforts to restrain the Established 
Church within the boundaries of the law. 

It has also dome much to promote the reform which is now going on 
in this country. 

The meeting was addressed by the Rev. Messrs. Morrell, Drs. Mor- 
rison and Cox, Dr. Brown, Josiah Conder, and several others. It was 
an interesting meeting, though less so than the one which occurred at 
the same place last year. 

This Society has no small task yet before it. For, I will venture to 
predict that the Dissenters will not get all their grievances redressed for 
many a day to come. Oppression dies hard. 


The City Mission. 

This is the title of anew Society, which was formed last winter, thro’ 
the efforts of Mr. Nasmith, and is organized on the plan of the many as- 
sociations of the same sort, which that excellent gentleman organized in 
the United States, a few years since. Fowell Buxton, Esq., M. P. pre- 
sided. 

This Society is but just organized. Of course, its report rather sta- 
ted its plans and objects, than its achievements. It is in the hands 
mainly, | should judge, of the evangelical members of the Established 
church, though it is not sectarian. 

Addresses were made by Sir And-ew Agnew, Hon. Mr. Johnson, Mr. 
Deer, the Hon. and Rev. Baptist Noel, Rev. John Leifchild, and sever- 
al other gentlemen. 


Voluntary Church Society. 

This society held its annual mecting on the evening of the same day, 
at Finsbury Chapel. Edward Baines, Esq., M. P.,' presided. The 
report was read by one of the Secretaries. 

The object of this society is to show that the voluntary principle is 
the best in supporting churches. It draws its most powerful arguments 
from America. Itis always an interesting meeting. 

It was addressed on this occasion, by the Rev. John Burnet, Rev. 
Mr. Woodward, Rev. Dr. Matheson, Dr. Brown, Mr. Brown, and 
the Rev. Mr. Sibree. 





British and Foreign Temperance Society. 


This Society held its annual meeting at Exeter Hall, on Tuesday the 
17th instant. The Bishop of Chester presided and opened the meeting 
with an address. The report was read by one the Secretaries. It 
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was far from being such a document as Dr. Edwards produces. _ It is 
stated that there are 630 Temperance societies in England and Wales, 
which embrace 200,000 members. The number for Ireland and Scot- 
land were not given. The progress of the cause in the British colonies 
was represented as very good. 

The addresses at this meeting were made by the Rt. Hon. Lord 
Teignmouth, a Mr. Montague, the Rev. Hugh Stowell, Rev. George 
Evans John Hawkins, the Manchester blacksmith, George ‘Thompson, 
form America, (the apostle of abolition,) Mr. Buckingham, and one or 
two others. Most of these speeches were very good. [was sorry not 
to have heard the Rev. Mr. Breckinridge at this meeting. 


Home Missionary Society. 

The annual meeting of this society was held in the evening of the 
same day, at Exeter Hall, ‘Thomas Thompson, Esq., presided. The 
report was read by the Rev. Mr. Henry. 

This society is labouring to build up churches in England and Wales 
chiefly. It sends forth some eighty or ninety evangelists and preachers, 
who go into the most destitute parts, and endeavour to bring men to 
to the knowledge of the gospel. It is in the bands of the dissenters. It 
has done much good, but probably is not conducted with as much en- 
ergy as isdemanded. ‘The receipts do not exceed £4000 or £5000 per 
aunum. 


British and Foreign School Society. 

The 31st anniversary of this society was celebrated on Monday the 
9th instant, at Exeter-Hall. As usual, this wa sa crowded and inter- 
esting meeting. Lord Morpeth, secretary for Ireland, in his mayjesty’s 
present ministry, presided, opened the meeting with a very sensible 
speech, and I may adda manly one, though his lordship has very much 
the appearance of an overgrown boy. He is, however, a very clever man, 
as our English friends say, and is greatly respected. He is a son, I be- 
lieve, of the Earl of Carlisle. A note from the Duke of Bedford, presi 
dent of the society, expressing his regret that his many infirmaties pre- 
vented his at tending the meeting and taking the chair. His grace, how- 
ever, sent £100 to the meeting, as an expression of his undiminished in- 
terest in the society. 

The report was read by the excellent and amiable secretary, Hen- 
ry Dunn, Esq. It was a good one, as all who know this worthy delight- 
ful specimen of an English Christian gentleman would expect. 

The object of this important institution is to promote the daily Scrip- 
tural instruction of the poor of every denomination. Its operations, 
though chiefly directed to meet the wants of the home population, have 
extended to the colonies and to foreign countries. The society has a 
fine model school in Borough Road, London, where 1200 teachers have 
been trained up and sent forth, who have instructed more than a million 
of children. ‘The system of the society has been introduced and largly 
promoted in the East and West Indies, Canada, Greece, Africa, on the 
Continent of Europe, andin North and South America. The receipts 
of the society for the last year were about £3330, and its expenditures 
were £3631 15s. 10d. 

Interesting addresses were delivered at this meeting by Sir C. E. 
Smith, Bart. J. J. Briscoe, Esq., Rev. R. W. Hamilton, Rev. Sander- 
Vor. XIU. 12 
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son Rol ins, Rev. llenry Wilks, Kev. tobert J. Breckinridge, of Amer- 
ica, and severalother gentlemen. But my time will not allow me to take 
any notice of their remarks. The meeting was very interesting, and some 
of the speeches uncommonly good. ‘That of Mr. Breckinridge was excel- 
lent. and well received. Mr. Robins also delivered an admirable ad- 


di Css. 


Arr. VI. Anniversaries in Paris. 
(From the Paris Correspondent of the Boston Recorder.) 
Paris, April 25th. 1836. 

This has been a joyous week to the little band of evangelical Chris- 
tians in Paris, as well as to many from various parts of France. It has 
been the season of the anniversaries of the religious societies of Paris, 
and of France—for many of them are national in their character. 

Prayer Meeting 

This interesting season was opened on Monday evening by a delight- 
ful prayer meeting in behalf ef the meetings which were about to take 
place. ‘The Saloon, or place of meeting, in the Rue ‘Taitbout, was well 
filled, including both galleries. ‘The Rev. Mr. Grand Pierie presided. 
Several appropriate chapters were read, hymns were sung, and three 
or four fervent prayers were offered up by Mr. Grand Pierre, and pas- 
tors from the Departments, of whom not less than thirty or forty were 
present. It was a most pleasant and profitable preparation for the im- 
portant services which were to follow. 

Trat Sueiety. 

Tuesday evening, the Paris 'Tract Society held its 14th annual meet- 
ing. ‘The venerable Professor Stapfer presided. This excellent and 
learned man was formerly Professor of Philosophy in the Academy, or 
University, as we should call it, of Berne, in Switzerland. For sever- 
al years he has retired from public life on account of his infirm health. 
His pen has, however, been often employed for the purpose of combat- 
ting error, especially on moral and religious subjects. At the opening 
of the meeting to which I have just referred, he delivered, or rather 
read, a very able and highly interesting essay on the importance of dis- 
seminating religious knowledge, and especially on the advantages which 
the French language and the Paris press afford for this great object. 
This address, like all the others which Professor Stapfer has delivered 
on similar oceasions, partook largely of a philosophical spirit. He is al- 
together avery interesting man. And what is very striking to a stran- 
ger, is his very simple, humble, and childlike deportment. 

The Report of the Society was read by Mr. Henry Lutteroth. 
It stated among other things, that the society, last year, distributed 
more than half a million of Tracts ; making the entire number distribu- 
ted, since the formation of the society, upwards of four millions. Ma- 
ny facts were stated to show that the blessing of God had rested upon 
the labors of his people in this department of the work of evangelizing 
France. But what most of all interested my mitd was, the fact, that the 
society has published eleven exce!lent Tracts in the Spanish language, 
and that many thousand copies of them had entered Spain by means of the 
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Spanisn refugees, whom the un happy civil war whichis raging in that ut 
fortunate country, has driven into France at different times during the 
last year. May the Lord bless these efforts to intro luce into tha ut * - 
nighted land a few seeds of divine trath. The s re iety has also put - 
ed fourteen German Tracts, whilst its French series has been increase or 
to one hundred and fourteen, exclusive of some broad sheets. 

After the reading of the report, addresses were made by the Rev. 
Dr. Malan of Geneva, the Rev Mr. Froissard, Mr. Scherer, a young 
lawyer, and one or two other persons. ‘Taken altogether, this mee ting 
was an interesting one, and demonstrated clearly that the interest which 
is taken in the Tract cause in France is progressive. 

P rofestant Bible Society. 

On Wednesday, at 12 o'clock, the Paris Protestant Bible Society held 
its annual meeting in the Oratoire, which is the largest Protestant place 
of worship in Paris. Mr. Guizot, the late Minister of Public Instruction, 
presided and opened the mecting with a very interesting address. I hac 
never before heard Mr. Guizot speak, and was therefore exceedingly 
pieased to see him in the chair when [ entered. But he had not spo- 
ken long, before | ceased to wonder why he has made so much noise in 
France. He is unquestionably one of the greatest men in this 
country. He is not much above fifty years of age, possesses a good 
voice, has a fine face, and a most graceful manner of speaking. It is 
admitted on all hands, tnat he was the very soul of the Jate Cabinet, 


and indeed that he has exerted a greater influence on the politics of 


France than any other man since the death of Perier. Mr. Guizot is a 
Protestant, decided and firm. °And although the may not be a truly con- 
verted man, his religious doctrines are orthodox and mature. His speech 
on this occation was altogether the best that I have ever heard at such 
times. He portrayed in a striking manner the fact that the improve- 
ments of the fast 50 or 60 years, of which we are so ready to boast, re- 
late chiefly to the things of this world; to matter, and not the spirit; to the 
things of time, and not those of eternity. They relate to the arts, the 
politics, to jurisprudence, Xc., whilst the immaterial world has been 
comparatively neglected. At least, this has been emphatically so in 
France. In speaking of Christianity, he always represented it as a re- 
ligion which saves, which purifies the soul, and fits it for heaven. It 
was a striking fact, that the discourse of Mr. Guziot was much more 
spiritual and elevating than those of several ministers of the gospel who 
addressed the meeting. ‘They were, however, mostly of the “liberal,” 
or heterodox portion of the Protestant National Church. 

After the address of Mr. G. the report was read by the Rev. Mr. 
Montaudon, the Secretary of the society. This society, you are aware, 
labors chiefly for the benefit of the Protestants. Its income last year was 
more than 18,000 francs, or about $3500. It has put into circulation 
a considerable number of Bibles since its commencement. It has direc- 
ted much of its attention to supplying the catechumens of the churche 
with the New Testament, and each couple at their marriage with a Bible. 

After the reading of the report, the mecting was addressed by the 
Rev. M. Coquerel, and other gentlemen, and the entire meeting was 
more interesting than | had expected to find it. 





Evangelical Society. 
Wednesday night, the Evangelical Socicty held its third annual mee- 
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ting in the Chapel in the Rue Taitbout. Admiral Ver Huell, one of the 
Peers of France, presided. This excellent man is one of the veterans 
of the French navy. and has been much distinguished for his courage 
and firmness. ‘This was particularly displayed in his refusal] to surren- 
der the French fleet which he commanded in 1814, at Antwerp, and 
which he did not give up for some days after Bonaparte had signed the 
articles of abdication. 

After a very interesting address from the good old admiral, the report 
was read by Messrs. De Presseuse and F. Monod. It was a long and 
interesting document, giving minute information respecting the socicty, 
and its operations during the past year: from which it appeared that 
the society employed during that period thirteen ministers, five evan- 
gelists, five teachers, and seven colporteurs. It has also maintained 
three or four young men who are preparing for the work of the Jord. 
It has, in addition, hired, or assisted in hiring or building, several chap- 
els and places of worship, and put into circulation several thousand co- 
pies of the sacred scriptures, and some sixty or seventy thousand tracts. 
It is manifest that this imeresting society is advancing well, and bids 
fair to be a great blessing to France. Its course is truly liberal. It 
seeks to gather congregations, and place over them evangelical pastors, 
without interfering with the question of church and state, and avoiding 
as far as can be, every thing which might create unnecessary 0} posi- 
tion. 

After the reading of the report, addresses were made by the Nev. 
Messrs. Adolphus Monod, of Lyons, Morache, of St. Dennis, Baird, 
from America, Vivien, of Versailles, and one or two other persons. I 
wish I could find time and space for some of the facts which were detail 
ed in these addresses. That of Mr. Monod was exceedingly interest- 
ing. His history of a laborer, of the name of Ferdinand, at Lyous, his 
conversion, his present activity in the cause of Christ, &c. was ex- 
tremely interesting. I think that this meeting was eminently calcula- 
ted to do good. ‘There was more said that came up to my ideas of 
what ought to be done in France, than in any other meeting wilch J 
have attended. It seemed like being in an American meeting to hear 
of the duty of ministers laboring for the conversion of young men, and 
parents devoting their children to God with all the soul, in the hope that 
He would prepare them by his grace, to go forth as laborers in this great 
field, where the harvest is so great, and the laborers so few. A very 
kind and grateful acknowledgement was made in the report, of the lib- 
eral aid receivec from the American Home Missionary Society, amoun- 
ting to 15,000 francs. 


[French and Foreign Bible Society. 


On Friday at 12 o'clock, the French and Foreign Bible Society, held 
its third annual meeting. Professor Stapfer presided, and read a long 
and very philosophical address on the character and prospects of the 
age. It wasan address full of interest, but which | have not time to 
attempt toanalyze. The report was then read by Mr. H. Lutterworth, 
one of the Secretaries of the society. It wasan excellent one, and re- 
plete with the most interesting details. After giving a general view of 
What is doing to promote the circulation of the Bible throughout the 
world, in the course of which he 5estowed a full and well-merited eulo- 
gy on the British and Foreign, and the Americrn Bible Societies, he 











aren 





















a 


ly se vam ne 


Se ee 








Inniversaries mn Parts. 137 


gave a full account of the operations of the French and Foreign Bible 
Society during the third year of its existence. ‘The substance of that 
statement was, that the society last year, printed the Bible in four dit- 
ferent forms, three of which are from stereotype plates, and the New 
Testament in seven different forms and languages, six of which were from 
stereotype plates. The receipts of the society were upwards of forty 
three thousand franes, and its expenditure more than sixty-nine thousand, 
leaving the treasury, which had something like twenty-five thousand 
francs in hand at the beginning of the year, more than ten thousand 
francs in debt. 

It was delightful to hear that the society had done something towards 
getting the Bible into Italy, and still more into Spain, and that it had 
been able to procure stereotype plates from the Spanish New Testa- 
ment, through the liberal donation which it had secured for that spe- 
cific object, from the American Bible Society. The society is also go- 
ing on with the work of procuring a supply of Bibles for the Germanic 
population of ancient Alsace, as well as getting out bibles of better 
quality in French, And I may here add, though it is not an enterprize 
of the Bible Society, that a Concordance for the Bible in French, is 
now inthe press, and advancing as rapidly as the case admits. It willbe a 
very complete and valuable work, and the first of the kind, I believe, in 
that language. 

After the reading of the report, excellent addresses were delivered 
by the Rev. Messrs. Pellet, Adolphus Monod, Grand Pierre, and oth- 
ers. ‘These addresses were listened to with great attention. ‘That of 
Mr. Monod was rich in facts, showing the importance of distributing the 
Bible. If it be possible, I will send you a portion of his, relating toa 
woman in the neighborhood of Lyons, who not long since, became con- 
verted to God through the influence of the Bibie, and whose case, ta- 
ken altogether, is one of the most striking which I have ever heard, 
Many ot the facts related by the other speakers, were very interesting. 
My. Grand Pierre proposed the formation of Bible Socicties for seamen, 
and Mr. Waddington proposed that the attention of the society should 
be twrned to the army, and that there should be an effort made to 
supply the soldiers with the word of God. 

You will be gratified to learn that the society seriously contemplates 
undertaking the work of supplying every family in Paris with a Bible, 
that is willing to receive it. I was much pleased to see this subject 
brought forward in the annual report. May it soon be commenced! 
It will be a difficult work most certainly, and one far beyond the means 
of the Society : but the Lord will provide the means. I rejoice to see 
this movement in France. 

And here I cannot help remarking, that every good cause is"rapidly on 
the advance. All societies are making progress, and especially the evan- 
gelical and Bible Societies whose incomes have almost been doubled du- 
ring the past year, while those of the Tract and Foreign Missionry So- 


cieties have also increased. And what is still more important, there ~ 


has been a wonderful increase of deep piety of faith, and zeal, displayed 
in the meetings this year, which prove the presence and blessings of 
God the Spirit. 


Death of M. Monod, Sen.} 
I an sorry to add that the Rev. M. Monod, sen. departed this life du 
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ring this season of Anniversaries. He died on Friday. He was the 
President of the Consistory of the Reformed Church of Paris, and the 
father of three excellent sons in the ministry and of a fourth who is pre- 
paring for that office. His funeral has taken place to-day. May the 
Lord raise up many faithful servants, to take the place of those whom 
he is from time to ume removing! 


Arr. 5. Miscellany. 


Tne Assemeiy’s Narrative.—The following is extracted from 
the General Assembly’s ** Narrative of the state of religion within the 
bounds of the Presbyterian Church in the United States, for the year 
ending May, 1836.” 

* Revivals of religion have always been regarded with interest by 
the church, as furnishing delightful evidence of the gracious presence 
of that Spirit, whose office is both to comfort and sanctify. Reports 
have been received from about 100 of 127 presbyteries belonging to 
the Presbyterian church in the United States. Of these, one presbyte- 
ry (Ontario) report revivals in 9 churches under their care ; one pres- 
bytery (Rochester) 7; three, Geneva, Ottawa and N. York Third, re- 
port 4 revivals; two report 3 revivals; nine report 2 revivals ; seven- 
teen mention 1 church within their bounds as blessed with the special 
influences of the Spirit; and 60 presbyteries report no revival in a single 
congregation within their bounds. From these facts the Assembiy can- 
not resist the melancholy conviction, that the last year has been one in 
which the churches have been deserted by the Divine Spirit to a de- 
gree unexampled in our former history. Sixty-nine churches within 
our whole bounds have been distinctly stated to have enjoyed a season 
of refreshing from the presence of the Lord; so that, making a liberal 
allowance for imperfection in the reports, less than 100 churches out of 
2800 have enjoyed revivals, of greater or less extent during the year.” 

“Former Assemblies have regarded with interest and pleasure the 
progress of temperance in our land. This noble cause has made cheer 
ing progress in times past; and we regard much of the ground thus won 
from the enemy as safe. But let us not be flushed by past achieve- 
ments, so as to forget present danger. We would not disguise from the 
churches that 26 prebyteries have reported it stationary or declining, 
while 25 only have given us information of an outward progress in this 
cause so vital to the best interests of man. We are persuaded that in 
this warfare the best weapons are “ Light and Love ;” and we would 
lift our warning voice against the spirit of harsh and unkind denuncia- 
tion, which has to some extent prevailed in regard to this matter. While 
the Christian temper is preserved, and none of the ordinances of the 
church brought into jeopardy, we would bid Goa speed to all laborers in 
this cause, notwithstanding differences of views as to the wisest mea- 
sures to promote it.” 


Tur Cuvecu 1x Hottann.—* We learn,” says a writer in the Wes- 
tern Presbyterian Herald, “from the Edinburgh Presbyterian Review, 
which draws its information from the (Evangelische Kiercheu-Zeitung) 
Evangelical Church Gazette of Berlin, that a cecession has recently 
commenced in the Reformed Church of Holland, arising out of the laxi- 
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ty which has for some time prevailed in it, as to requiring from en- 
trants to the ministry, a declaration of adherence to the confession of the 
church. In 1816 a tormula was adopted, allowing great latitude to such 
as do not hold the doctrines of the standards—a sort of ‘ for substance’ 
document as we suppose. In consequence of some proceedings with 
reference to this laxity, DeCock, one of their ministers, who, among a 
number of others, had become alarmed at the progress of error, was 
suspended in 1834. The contest proceeded, accompanied as is uaual 
with intense feelings. Sometime after his suspension, De Cock fixed a 
laudatory preface to a book which exposed the errors contained in the 
latest edition of the Synod’s Hymn Book, and which condemned them 
in terms of considerable severity. For this act his clasis deposed him. 

The General Synod of 1834 was urged to give an authoritative in- 
terpretation of the formulary of 1816. It declined this, but cautioned 
ministers to abstain from every thing which might in any Way throw 
suspicion on the purity of their creed—and enjoined the church courts 
to “watch with double heed” all impulses of restless and secret distur- 
bers, or open accusers without sufficient grounds. This half-way mea- 
sure produced no effect. Nobody knew what was meant by purity of 
creed, and the edict seems to have been issued against those alone who 
were contending against the theology which had polluted the Church. 
Several able ‘old schoolmen,’ as we may call them, took the field 
against this deliverance of the Synod, and the errors of doctrine and 
discipline which were ruining the church. Memorials were prepared 
and presented to the Synod of 1835, requesting them authoritatively to 
decide, that the formulary of 1816 “binds the preacher to teach, and to 
uphold the distinguishing doctrines of a Reformed church, as contained 
in the commonly received confessions of the (Dutch) church, and ac- 
knowledged therein as agreeing with the word of God.” The General 
Synod “honored the conviction, and recognized the good intentions” of 
the memorialists, but refused to comply with their request, on the ground 
of inexpediency, impracticability, and incompetency. 

It is supposed that this determination of the Synod will lead to very 
extensive and very important consequences. A few churches have se- 
ceded, and it is expected that a general separation will take place be- 
tween the parties, as soon as it can be ascertained that the State covern- 
ment will recognize the seceders as an ecclesiastical community.” 

Joun Bunyan ano THE Bisnor.—John Bunyan, who, as most peo- 
ple know, was pastor of the Baptist church at Bedford, was much in 
the habit of preaching in the surrounding villages, frequently walking, 
with a staff in his hand, many miles within a week for that purpose. 
In his itinerant excursions he was often met by the Bishop of Peterbo- 
rough riding in his carriage. The Bishop’s coachman, who was a Dis- 
senter, and sometimes heard Bunyan preach, had made such representa- 
tions of his wonderful talents, as excited his Lordship’s curiosity ; he 
consequently ordered the man, the next time he met Mr. B., to let him 
know. The coachman ina short time met Mr. B. on the high-road, and, 
as he was desired, stopped the carriage, intimating to his master that 
that was Mr. Bunyan, and to Mr. B. that bis Lordship wished to speak 
tohim. The Bishop, from his carriage window, then addressed the 
Nonconformist. “Mr. Bunyan, I understand you are very clever at 
interpreting difficult passages of Scripture: what do you think is the 
meaning of St. Paul, when he says to Timothy—* The cloak that 1 left 
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at Troas with Carpus, when thou comest bring with thee, and the books, 
but especially the parchments ” “ Why, my Lord,” said Bunyan, “the 
passage is simple enough. Paul was a travelling preacher : Timothy 
was a primitive Bishop. In those days it was customary for Bishops to 
wait on travelling preachers; Paul therefore instructs ‘Timothy to look 
after his baggage, and to bring it with him when he comes. ‘Times are 
altered since then. Now, Bishops ride, and travelling preachers walk.” 
The Bishop threw himself back in his carriage, cried “ Humph,” and 
ordered the coachman to drive on.—London Patriot. 

Tae Recnasires.—The Rev. Joseph Wolff says: On my arrival 
at Mesopotamia, some Jews that I saw there, pointed me to one of the 
ancient Rechabites. He stood before me, wild, like an Arab, holding 
the bridle of his horse in his hand. I showed him the Bible in Hebrew 
and Arabic, which he was much rejoiced to see, as he could read both 
languages, but had no knowledge of the New Testament. After having 
proclaimed to him the tidings of salvation, and made him a present of the 
Hebrew and Arabic Bibles and Testaments, I asked him, “ Whose de- 
scendant are you !” 

“Mousa,” said he, boisterously, ‘is my name, and I will show you 
who were my ancestors; on which he immediately began to read from 
the 5th to the 11th verses of Jeremiah xxxv. 

“ Where do you reside?” said I. 

Turning to Genesis x. 27, he replied, “ At Hadoram, now called 
Simar by the Arabs; at Uzal, now called Sanan by the Arabs ;” and 
again referring to the same chapter, verse 30th, he continued, “ At 
Mesha, now called Mecca, in the deserts around those places. We 
drink no wine and plant no vineyard, and sow no seed! and live in tents, 
as Jonadab, our father, commanded us: Hoba was our father too. 
Come to us, and you will find us sixty thousand in number; and you 
see thus the prophecy has been fulfilled. ‘Therefore, thus saith the 
Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, Jonadab, the son of Rechab, shall not 
Want a man to stand before me for ever ;’” and saying this, Mousa, the 
Rechabite, mounted his horse, and fled away, and left behind a host of 
evidence in favor of the sacred writ.—London Visitor. 

INreREsTING Cirncumstance.—At the late annual meeting of the 
London Society for the promotion of Christianity among the Jews, the 
following statement was made by the Rev. Daniel Wilson, or deriv- 
ed from communications received from his father, the Bishop of Cal- 
cutta, 

In the visit of the Bishop to some of the Syrian Charches in his very 
extensive diocese, he had come to a place called Quoquin on the coast 
of Malabar, where he met and was reccived by settlements of black and 
white Jews. The black Jews traced their origin to the dispersion, and 
the white, he said, he supposed were the decendants of Jews and some 
half-caste tribe. These Jews received him with the greatest respect 
on his entrance to the town—they lined both sides of the way with light- 
ed torches in their hands. Knowing the object of his journey they re- 
quested him to deliver them an address or exhortation, which was a sin- 
gular request from persons of their creed to a Christian bishop. Find- 
ing that there was no difficulty attending the matter he did address them, 
and went on to prove that Christ the Redeemer, whom they had rejec- 
ted was the true and promised Messiah. To show this he dwelt upon the 
prophecy of Dani! as to the ‘teow : he ale exoted to them 
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the prophecy of Heggai; he also explained to them, that though now 
dispersed for the rejection of Christ, that the time would come when they 
would be restored to God’s favor,for which he quoted the prophecies of 
Zecheriah. The Jews who listened to him throughout with the most pro- 
found attention, thanked him most cordially when he had concluded. 
They withdrew the veil and showed him their Hebrew Bible. They 
then prayed for him by name, and that he might be successful in the 
labor of Jove which was the object of hisjourney. This singular and in- 
teresting circumstance, taken in connexion with the statements in the 
report, showed that there was a movement among the Jews themselves, 
evincing an earnest desire to search the Gospel of Christ. 

Marvin Luruer’s witt.—Not far from the time that Martin Lu- 
ther died, he left the following in his last will and testament :—*O Lord 
God, I thank thee that thou hast so ordered it that L should be a poor 
man on earth. I never owned a house or one footof land on earth. 
Thou hast given me a wife and four children; these I will to thee and 
to thy care. ‘Take them as thine, be thou a judge to the fatherless and 
widow. I will my spirit to God who gave it to be kept safe until the 
resurrection of the just. O take me and do that to me and for me that 
shall be for thy glory, and thy great name shall have all the praise 
through Jesus Christ, Amen.” 


More Catnoriic Prizsts.—We learn from the N. Y. Daily Adv., 
that in the ship Francis Depau, arrived on Wednesday evening, from 
Havre, came passengers, Bishop Bute of Indiana, and nineteen Catholic 
ecclesiastics, all for the western country. 

Tue Vices or Evrore Fioopinc America,—In two days of last 
month, there arrived in this port from Europe, no less than two thou- 
sand eight huudred and thirty-seven emigrants, three-fourths of whom 
are probably Catholics. ‘Those who enquire into the causes of the in- 
creasing profligacy of our cities for a few years, will readily see one 
principal cause to be the unprecedented emigration from countries more 
jicentious than ours. Thus the vices of Europe, as well as its people, 
are flooding America, and threatening to destroy in our government 
and cvuntry, all that is fair and lovely and of good report. With the 
increasing profligacy of our citizens and this ipflux of foreign vices, 
what must soon become of the state of morals among us,if nothing is done 
to stay back the tide of pollution that is sweeping over the land! Every 
man can answer. Who then that cares for the morals and welfare of 
his country, should feel himself excused from acting inthe cause of mo- 
ral reforms.—[™. Y. Jour. of Morals.] 


Arr. VI. Notices. 


Answers to Reasons of Protest in the case Mr. Barnes. 

We promised in our last to lay these Answers before our readers. 
But upon more mature reflection, we have concluded that it would in 
no way subserve the interests of religion, to pollute our pages with such 
a tissue of prevarication, deception, and bare-faced dishonesty. Dr. 
Skinner was the Chairman of the Committee that framed these an- 
swers, and it is understood that he was the author of them; but it is 
a great pity that the General Assembly should have manifested so much 
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“ recklessness and effrontery,” to use the language of the Pressyrr RIAN, 
as to adopt them. But it is to be expected that. those who teach or w 4 
favor orfor, will be dishonest. EXvery man who “handles the word of 
God deceitfully,” will not in other things show much regard to truth 
and honesty. One is almost tempted to smile (but it is rather a matter 
for mourning) at the ingenuity that would attempt to reconcile Barnes’ 
errors and conceits with the word of God and the Confession of F aith! 
And yet this is attempted in the answers referred to. Let the following 
extract suffice as a specimen of the whole performance.—* In respect to 
the fifth charge, Mr. Barnes no where ‘caia s, much less sneers at the 
idea, that Adam was the covenant and federal head of his posterity, 
On the contrary, though he employs not those terms, he does, in other 
language, teach the same truths, which are taught by this phraseology.” 
On this reckless assertion the Presbyterian very justly remarks—* We 
wonder at this assertion—surely the writers of it could never have read 
Mr. Barnes’ book ; for he there not only expressly denies the propriety 
of styling Adam a representative or federal head, but he denies the fact 
of a covenant. He affirms that Adam could not have represented his 
race, because their consent had not been obtained, and he declares in 
so many words, “the Bible does not teach that they acted in him or by 
him; or that he acted for them.” As to his sneering, it is proved by his 
contemptuous allusion to the language of our confession, when he says, 
“ What idea is conveyed to men of common understanding by the ex- 
pression ‘they sinned in him!’” If Mr. Barnes’ language does not 
fully and unequivocally deny the doctrine of the covenant of works, 
the language of Socinus never brought into question the divinity of our 
Lord. He not only rejects all the common language on this subject, 
but he unambiguously denies the doctrine itself.” 


Associate Synod’s Bible Society. 


Some inconvenience has hitherto arisen from the appointment of per- 
sons, residing in different and distant places, to constitute the Executive 
Committee of our Bible Society. And no doubt the operations of the 
Synod in this noble cause have been somewhat impeded from this fact: 
but to remedy this defect, the Synod at its late meeting appointed none 
on that committee but residents of Philadelphia. And it is with plea- 
sure, we lay before our readers the following communication from the 
Chairman of said Committee; and we sincerely hope, that this matter 
will be duly considered by the whole associate church. We trust that 
the address of the Presbytery of Cambridge, on this subject, which we 
have been providentially called on to publish in the present number, will 
be regarded as though addressed to the whole church. Let the question 
be considered, whether we as a church are doing our whole duty in the 
matter of the distribution of the Holy Scriptures! 

“ Dear Sirn— 

The Executive Gommittee of the Bible Society, appointed by the 
Synod, for the present year, have been called together and or ganized. 

They are now re ady, and desirous to receive from Presby teries Con- 
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gregations or individuals, communications relative to their duties as a 
Committee. All additions to the tunds of the Society, and all requisi- 
tions for Bibles, describing size, quantity, &c. may be directed to the 
Treasurer, Mr, William 8. Young, 173 Race-street t Philadelphia. 

The Committee would solicit aid and encouragement from the Asso, 
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ciate Church, that they may be furnished with means and opportunity 
for usefulness, in procuring and distributing the Holy Scriptures, to 
those in our communion, or others destitute of and willing to receive 
them. 
Dear Sir—The Committee have to request you to publish in the 
Monitor the substance of the above, making such alterations, amend- 
ments, or additions as you may deem proper, and oblige the Committee. 
JOS. R. DICKSON, Chairman. 
Philadelphia, July 20th, 1836. 





Obituary. 


Died suddenly, on board of one of the packet boats, shortly after 
passing Brockport, on her eastward trip, John Law, Esq. of Salem, 
Washington co. N. Y., on the 15th ult. in the 68rd year of his age. 

Death is indeed the common and inevitable lot of all mortals. Even 


a heathen seemed impressed with the reflection, that “ The way of 


death must once be trod by all; and “death knocks withequal indiffer- 
ence at the hovels of the poor and the palaces of kings.””* 

But to the christian it is a most pleasing and comfortable reflection 
that ‘“‘the bounds of his habitation,” and all the circumstances of his 
birth and death were fixed by his heavenly father. “Jn his hands thy 
breath is, and his are all thy ways.” “The righteous and the wise and 
their works, are in the hand of God.” Whatever his station in life 
may be, he has an earnest of a great inheritance—a crown of glory. 
He is enabled to bear up with fortitude under all the trials and_sutler- 
ings of this present life, when he remembers the promise, “ For so an 
entrance shall be ministered to you abundantly, into the kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” But though he enter “ the land flow- 
ing with milk and honey,” vet his entrance must be through “ the val- 
ley of the shadow of death.” The king of terrors is the messenger that 
brings him to God. Yet for all this “he fears no evil, for Thou art 
with me, Thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort me.” He knows that 
“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.” It isa 
comfort to us that death has always, a particular commission from him. 
The circumstance of time is fixed by him. ‘The number of our 
months is with him.” Whether we are to die young or old; whether 
we are to be seized at home or abroad; to be carried off by accident or 
disease ; whether we shall expire suddenly or slowly; are secrets im- 
penetrable to us, but all is wisely and kindly ordered by his providence. 

The subject of the present short notice, was not one whose exit 
would create any remarkable chasm in the political or literary world. 

Though the strength of his intellect would have enabled him to com- 
pete with many who have shone in the counsels of the nation—or gain- 
ed notoriety by their literary labors. But still in the death of Mr. 
Law, society has ‘ost one of its most valuable members, whose loss will 
be felt by that part of the community with which he was connected. 
His mind active, enterprizing, energetic and beneficent, gave impulse to 
an extensive connection in business. But to his family which was the 
centre of his affections, though by being sanctified it may prove a bles- 


sing, yet as an earthly loss it never can be repaired,—he cannot return 
to them. 











* “Sed omnes una manet nox 
Et calcanda semel via lethi.” 


* Pallida mors aequo pulsat pede pauperum tabernas, 
Regumque turres.”—Hor, 
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His moral character stood deservedly high—his unbending integr}. 
ty, in his strict regard to truth and to his promise, from which no hope 
of gain could induce him to swerve, was a prominent trait in his char. 
acter. 

With high intellectual powers, improved by extensive reading and 
close observation, he was yet remarkably unobstrusive and modest. So 
much so, that we feel adelicacy in speaking highly in his praise as it 
would offend him were he living. His social qualities were of 
the most kind and agreeable description, His conversation had for its 
object the giving or receiving of information or useful entertainment, 
It was dignified yet easy and engaging. ‘Though independent 
and unhesitating, he was never obstrusive nor dictatorial. Never aim- 
ing at display, his expression was the resuiltof clear and distinct thought, 
Upon religious subjects he was particularly interesting and instructive, 
And few who have heard him engaged in prayer, can torget the deep 
toned piety which pervaded his exercises. His prayers for the pros- 
perity of the church, were peculiarly fervent. He seemed with David 
to have no greater wish than that God would send redemption to Israel 
from all his troubles. 

Ile was firmly attached to the doctrines of the Reformation, invaria- 
bly lending them all the weight and influence of his character. Being 
deeply impressed with the importance of divine truth, and of exhibiting 
it in his religious profession, he had in early life made a public profes- 
sion of religion, and from a thorough conviction of the truth of the dis- 
tinguishing principles of the Associate church, he fully embraced them, 
and ever after consistently and uniformly maintained them. As Pro- 
vidence had blessed his industry and activity in his temporal aijairs, 
with a bountiful hand, he coutributed to the support of the church, the 
spreading of the gospel, the relieving of the poor and other religious 
and charitable purposes, with a liberality as generous as it was unos- 
tentatious. 

The circumstances of his death should admonish us to “be also rea- 
dy, turin such an hour as ye think not the Son of Man cometh.” He 
was far away from the bosom of his family. Yet he needed no kind 
care to soothe his dying hour, for he passed from the vigor of life to 
the house appointed for all living in a few moments of time. His sur- 
viving friends have no reason to sorrow as those who have ‘ no hope.” 
We trust he was one of those who “learned todie daily.” Let us all 
seek to have our “life hid with Christ in God,”—that when the earthly 
house of this tabernacle is dissolved, we may have an house not made 
with hands eternal in the heavens. 

These are the refiections of one in no way connected with the de- 
ceased, except by the ties of professing the same faith, and of a friendly 
intercourse of several years standing. ‘To those who had no particular 
interest in the deceased, this brief notice of one on whom the stillness 
of the grave now rests, will not be unprofitable, if it shall cause them to 
reflect that time is precious. Soon the reader and the writer shall ap- 
pear before the judgment seat of Christ. 

July, 1836. X. Y. Z. 

Exrata.—Inlast No. Art. I. p. 59 beginning a paragraph, for ‘ The act then pass- 
ed,” read, ‘There was no real change in the principle involved in this law, made by 
the act of Assembly in 1690. The act then passed,” &c. P. 63,line 21, for “It is 
to be,” read **It it be.” P. 70 line 13 from bottom for * justice” read ** future.” — 


P.71, line 3 for “Ever” read ** Even,” and substitue a comma in the place of the pe- 
riod next following. 
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Rev. E. Erskine’s Works. 


W. S. Young, 173 Race street, Philadelphia, has just published the Ist volume 
of the Works of the Rev. Ebenezer Erskine, which is now ready for delivery to 
subscribers. ‘The merits of these Works are well known, and the style in which 
they are issued has given general satisfaction. In consequence of the increased 
price of printing and binding, the publisher will sustain a loss on a considerable part 
of the edition, by affording it at the prices named in the prospectus. He has how- 
ever, resolved to supply subscribers according to the original proposals, but cannot 
authorize any future subscriptions on the same terms. The price of copies to those 
who have not subscribed willbe 50 cents additional on each set. The publisher 
hopes to complete the 2d volume in about two months, and the 3d before the close 
of the year. 
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